Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Variation  
We have decided to issue the variation for Lodge Farm Biogas Ltd. operated by Lodge Farm Biogas Limited.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The variation number is EPR/DB3736AT/V004. 
We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.

Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


Structure of this document

· Annex 1 the decision checklist

Annex 1: decision checklist 
This document should be read in conjunction with the Duly Making checklist, the application and supporting information and permit/ notice.


	Aspect considered
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	Operator

	Control of the facility
	We are satisfied that the applicant (now the operator) is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the permit.  
The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 Understanding the meaning of operator.

	

	European Directives

	Applicable directives 
	All applicable European directives have been considered in the determination of the application.

Biological treatment of waste and storage are treatment activities under the Industrial Emissions Directive. Therefore, daily treatment / and storage capacity limits have been set in Table S1.1 of the permit.

IED
During the assessment of the permit application we reviewed the capacity of the Anaerobic Disgester against the threshold values under the Industrial Emissions Directive for Biological Treatment of Waste to ensure that the site would not change status to an Installation. 
The operators application (Odour Management Plan) confirms that the digesters full capacity is 1060m3 with an annual throughput of 13000 tonnes,which is above the throughput applied for as part of this variation. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We determined that at full capacity the Anaerobic Digester falls below 100 tonnes per day and as a result remains a waste operation. 

	

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources.”

	

	Environmental Risk Assessment and operating techniques

	Environmental risk

	We have reviewed the operator's assessment of the environmental risk from the facility.  

	

	Operating techniques
	We have reviewed the techniques used by the operator and compared these with the relevant guidance notes. 

The operator has identified appropriate measures as set out in H4 Odour Management : How to comply with your environmental permit.
These are outlined in the amended Odour Management Plan which contains the following 3 documents:
Odour Management Plan, Odour Control Management Schedule and Odour Control Risk Assessment. 
The documents are now included within Table S1.2 Operating Techniques in the permit.  
 
	

	Incorporating the application
	We have specified that the applicant must operate the permit in accordance with descriptions in the application, including all additional information received as part of the determination process.  

These descriptions are specified in the Operating Techniques table in the permit.
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