Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Variation 

We have decided to issue the variation for Morfa Tip operated by Tata Steel UK Limited.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The variation number is EPR/AP3292LT/V010
We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.

Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


Structure of this document

· Key Issues
· Annex 1 the decision checklist


Key issues of the decision 

Changes to Monitoring 
In early 2020 NRW undertook a part review of the site’s monitoring reports submitted over the 2019 period (CAR_NRW0036306). During this assessment it was noted that there was significant confusion over the monitoring requirements relating to this permit (including the monitoring for the adjacent Morfa landfills (Hazardous and Non- Hazardous)).
The main issue was discrepancies in the monitoring requirements and emission limits specified in the landfill permits compared to the monitoring programme adopted by the operator.
Changes to the permits monitoring tables have been agreed to by NRW and the operator during 2020 and have been confirmed in the Compliance Assessment Report reference CAR_NRW0037381 dated 28th January 2021. It is these changes that have been made in this variation and will ensure that the permit’s monitoring tables are clear and consistent in future.
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Annex 1: decision checklist 
This document should be read in conjunction with the Duly Making checklist, the application and supporting information and permit/ notice.

	Aspect considered
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	Operator

	Control of the facility
	We are satisfied that the applicant (now the operator) is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the permit.  
The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 Understanding the meaning of operator.

	

	European Directives

	Applicable directives 
	All applicable European directives have been considered in the determination of the application.

	

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources.”

	

	The permit conditions

	Incorporating the application
	We have specified that the applicant must operate the permit in accordance with descriptions in the application, including all additional information received as part of the determination process.  

These descriptions are specified in the Operating Techniques table in the permit.

The Monitoring Network Plan (2112R1v1d220 MCL Monitoring Network December 2020) and Recharge Trench Plan (“Morfa Landfill Recharge Trench” 2040/6 (Oct 2020)) have been incorporated into the permit as these have been referenced within the amended monitoring tables.

	

	Emission limits
	We have decided that emission limits should be set for the parameters listed in the permit.   

Emission limits have been set during discussions between NRW and the Operator in 2020. Please see the Key Decisions section of this document and the Compliance Assessment Report reference CAR_NRW0037381 dated 28th January 2021.

	

	Monitoring
	We have decided that monitoring should be carried out for the parameters listed in the permit, using the methods detailed and to the frequencies specified.   

Monitoring requirements have been set during discussions between NRW and the Operator in 2020. Please see the Key Decisions section of this document and the Compliance Assessment Report reference CAR_NRW0037381 dated 28th January 2021.

	

	Reporting
	We have specified reporting in the permit.

Reporting frequencies have been set during discussions between NRW and the Operator in 2020. Please see the Key Decisions section of this document and the Compliance Assessment Report reference CAR_NRW0037381 dated 28th January 2021.
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