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1.	Project Details


	1(a): Project details where an external party has applied to NRW for any form of authorisation

	Application reference number (if applicable)
	DML2130

	Date application received
	04/06/2021

	Applicant details
	Ceredigion County Council


	Activity proposed

	Beach nourishment works by means of land-based mechanical excavator at low tide.  


	Relevant legislation 
	Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009
Regulation 63 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulation 2017 (as amended)


	Location
	Aberaeron Harbour,
Dredging coordinates;
SN 45520 62987
SN 45468 62919
SN 45670 62816
SN 45700 62846

Deposit area 1 – harbour;
SN 45707 62839
SN 45675 62813
SN 45684 62813
SN 45715 62831

Deposit area 2 – South Beach;
SN 45406 62960
SN 45395 62937
SN 45403 62932
SN 45413 62951



	Application documents
	ED3446 Marinen Licence application form dredge and disposal ABERAERON 2021
Aberaeron Harbour dredging plan
Aberaeron dredging_signed application
ED3446 WFD & TLSE_Report
SP2101 NRW PS Analysis Results on Template
ED3446 01 Aberaraeron Harbour GA
ED3446 02 Aberaeron Harbour XS
ED3446 Aberaeron Harbour Dredging Biosecurity Plan




	Environmental Statement
	N/A



	Pre-application correspondence
	N/A
		

	NRW team responsible for drafting this HRA report, and name of lead officer
	Will Cooke Marine Licensing Team





2.	Determining the need for a Habitats Regulations Assessment

	
2.1 Is the whole of the project directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more Natura 2000 sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the Natura 2000 site(s) is/are designated?

	
No

	
2.2 Is there a possibility that the project could affect a different Natura 2000 site to the one(s) the project is intended to conserve?
	
N/A


	
2.3 Is it necessary to carry out an HRA?

	Yes




3.	Considering the likelihood of a significant effect (LSE)


3.1	Renewal of a permission on the same or more restrictive terms as the extant permission

	
Is this project a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW approved criteria for ruling out significant effects of renewals (see section 6.2A of OGN 200) without conducting a project-specific LSE test?
	
Yes – HRA DML1758 Aberaeron Dredge






3.2	Likelihood of significant effects (LSE) test



	
3.2.1 Which Natura 2000 sites might be affected by the proposal?

	
Based on the project specification or information provided in the application, it is considered that the following Natura 2000 sites have features which could be affected by the project: 

Cardigan Bay SAC  
West Wales Marine SAC

The potential for the project to affect the following Natura 2000 sites was also initially considered, but can be ruled out without further consideration:

N/A


	
3.2.2 Screening assessment



	
	Assessment of likelihood of significant effect

	
	I
Relevant conservation objectives

	II
Potential impact pathway


	Cardigan Bay SAC


	Sandbanks which are slightly covered by seawater all the time
	RANGE
The overall distribution and extent of the habitat features within the site, and each of their main
component parts is stable or increasing.
For the reef feature these include;
• Intertidal bedrock reefs
• Intertidal cobble, pebble with Sabellaria alveolata (biogenic) reefs
• Subtidal bedrock reefs
• Subtidal pebble, cobble and boulder reefs
• Sea caves
STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION
The physical biological and chemical structure and functions necessary for the long-term maintenance
and quality of the habitat are not degraded. Important elements include;
- geology, - sedimentology,
- geomorphology, - hydrography and meteorology,
- water and sediment chemistry, - biological interactions.

This includes a need for nutrient levels in the water column and sediments to be:
• at or below existing statutory guideline concentrations
• within ranges that are not potentially detrimental to the long term maintenance of the features
species populations, their abundance and range.
Contaminant levels in the water column and sediments derived from human activity to be:
• at or below existing statutory guideline concentrations
• below levels that would potentially result in increase in contaminant concentrations within
sediments or biota
• below levels potentially detrimental to the long-term maintenance of the feature species
populations, their abundance or range taking into account bioaccumulation and
biomagnification.
TYPICAL SPECIES
The presence, abundance, condition and diversity of typical species is such that habitat quality is not
degraded. Important elements include
- species richness: - population structure and dynamics,
- mobility- range
- physiological heath, - reproductive capacity- recruitment,

As part of this objective it should be noted that:
• populations of typical species subject to existing commercial fisheries need to be at an
abundance equal to or greater than that required to achieve maximum sustainable yield and
secure in the long term
• the management and control of activities or operations likely to adversely affect the habitat
feature is appropriate for maintaining it in favourable condition and is secure in the long
term.
	No impact pathway as deposited material is of coarse particle size and will be deposited in the dry, limiting potential for resuspension of sediments and smothering of feature. 

	Reefs
	
	Potential for smothering of Sabellaria alveolata reef at the South Beach deposit location.

	Submerged or partially submerged sea  caves
	
	No impact pathway as feature not in proximity to proposed works. 

	Bottlenose Dolphin and Grey seal
	POPULATIONS
The population is maintaining itself on a long-term basis as a viable component of its natural habitat.
Important elements include:
- population size
- structure, production
- condition of the species within the site.
As part of this objective it should be noted that for bottlenose dolphin and grey seal;
• Contaminant burdens derived from human activity are below levels that may cause
physiological damage, or immune or reproductive suppression
For grey seal populations should not be reduced as a consequence of human activity
RANGE
The species population within the site is such that the natural range of the population is not being
reduced or likely to be reduced for the foreseeable future.
As part of this objective it should be noted that for bottlenose dolphin and grey seal
• Their range within the SAC and adjacent inter-connected areas is not constrained or hindered
• There are appropriate and sufficient food resources within the SAC and beyond
• The sites and amount of supporting habitat used by these species are accessible and their
extent and quality is stable or increasing
SUPPORTING HABITATS AND SPECIES
The presence, abundance, condition and diversity of habitats and species required to support this
species is such that the distribution, abundance and populations dynamics of the species within the
site and population beyond the site is stable or increasing. Important considerations include;
- distribution- extent- structure
- function and quality of habitat- prey availability and quality.

As part of this objective it should be noted that;
• The abundance of prey species subject to existing commercial fisheries needs to be equal to or
greater than that required to achieve maximum sustainable yield and secure in the long term.
• The management and control of activities or operations likely to adversely affect the species
feature is appropriate for maintaining it in favourable condition and is secure in the long term.
• Contamination of potential prey species should be below concentrations potentially harmful
to their physiological health.
• Disturbance by human activity is below levels that suppress reproductive success,
physiological health or long-term behaviour
Restoration and recovery
As part of this objective it should be noted that for the bottlenose dolphin populations should be
increasing.
	No impact pathway as works are to be undertaken in the dry, therefore mitigating the effects of noise and visual disturbances.

	River Lamprey
	
	No impact pathway as works are to be undertaken in the dry, therefore mitigating the effects of noise and visual disturbances.

	Sea Lamprey
	
	No impact pathway as works are to be undertaken in the dry, therefore mitigating the effects of noise and visual disturbances.

	West Wales Marine cSAC

	Harbour Porpoise
	
 
	No impact pathway as works are to be undertaken in the dry, therefore mitigating the effects of noise and visual disturbances.




	
3.2.3 Screening decision of the project ‘alone’


	
(a) If ALL rows in column II of Table 3.2.2 are GREEN
	
The project is not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 site, because there is no impact pathway from the project to any Natura 2000 features, and no further consideration under the Habitats Directive/Regulations is required in order to determine the application.



	
(b) If there are NO rows coloured RED in column II of Table 3.2.2, and there are ANY rows which are BLUE

	
The project is not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 sites when considered alone, but the possibility of significant effects in combination with other plans and projects needs to be considered.



	
(c) If ANY rows in Column II of Table 3.2.2 are RED

	
The project is likely have a significant effect on one or more Natura 2000 sites and therefore an appropriate assessment is required. 






4.	Appropriate assessment of the project when considered alone

4.1	Assessment of project as currently defined

	Natura 2000 site feature (from Table 3.2.2 – RED rows only)
	Impact pathway(s)
(from Table 3.2.2)
	Description of impacts

	Assessment in view of conservation objectives
	Can adverse effect on site integrity be ruled out? 

	Cardigan Bay SAC


	Reef
	Potential for smothering of Sabellaria alveolata reef at the South Beach deposit location.
	Potential for deposited material to be resuspended at high tide and deposited at different locations. This could result in the smothering of Sabellaria aveolata
	
Smothering of the reef may impact the  conservation objective of the reef freature through adversely affecting the maintenance of the distribution, structure and function of the reef. 

	No




4.2	Assessment of the project taking into account additional mitigating measures, conditions or restrictions


	Natura 2000 Feature (from Table 4.1 – ‘NO’ rows only)
	Description of adverse effect(s)
	Can adverse effect(s) be mitigated? 
	Description of mitigation measures, and how they would be applied (e.g. contractual obligations, consent conditions)

	Can adverse effect on site integrity be ruled out? 

	Reef
	Reduction in distribution and impact on structure and function of Sabellaria alveolata reef
	Yes
	A Disposal Plan has been submitted to ensure that a walkover suveys is conducted by a suitably qualified person before deposition. Should Sabellaria alveolata reef be identified, a buffer zone of 20m will be implemented. No sediment will be disposed within this buffer.  

The disposal plan also ensures that dredge arisings will be deposited evenly over the area, further reducing the risk of smothering. 
	Yes





4.3 	Concluding the appropriate assessment of the project alone

	
(a) If the right hand column of Table 4.1 and Table 4.2 (if applicable) is ‘YES’ for all features 
	
It has been ascertained that the proposal, when considered alone, will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000 sites. 



	
(b) If there are any ‘NO’s in the right hand column of Table 4.1 that have not  been resolved to ‘YES’ through mitigation measures identified in Table 4.2

	
It has not been ascertained that the proposal, when considered alone, will not adversely affect the integrity of one or more Natura 2000 sites. 



	
(c) Are there any residual effects of the project (net of any mitigation measures identified) which, though insignificant on their own, could be significant if considered in combination with the effects of other plans or projects?

	
No














6.	Conclusion


	
HRA is not required because the whole of the project is directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the site(s) is/are designated, and the project is not likely to have a significant effect on any other Natura 2000/Ramsar sites.
(As documented in section 2.1 and 2.2 of this form)

	

	
HRA is not required because there is no conceivable impact pathway to any Natura 2000/Ramsar site
(As documented in section 2.3 of this form)

	

	
This project is a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW agreed criteria for ruling out significant effects of a renewal without conducting a project-specific LSE test. Therefore it is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 3.1 of this form)

	

	 
The project has been screened for likelihood of significant effects and, taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000/Ramsar site
(As documented in section 3.2 of this form, or section 5 if applicable) 

	

	
In light of the conclusions of an appropriate assessment, and taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, it has been established that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, taking into account any conditions or restrictions as applicable, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 if applicable)

	X


	
In light of the conclusions of the appropriate assessment, it has not been ascertained that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, as documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 is applicable.

Approval for the project cannot be given unless either:
· the project specification, and/or the terms under which it might be approved, are modified so as to remove the risk of adverse effects, and a revised HRA report is prepared, or
· the project satisfies the requirements of Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, an Article 6(4) Statement of Case is prepared (OGN 200 Form 3) and submitted for consideration by the appropriate authority, normally Welsh Ministers

	



	[image: ]
Signed: 



Name: Will Cooke



Position: Permitting Officer Marine Licensing Team



Date: 09/06/2021





7.	Consultation with protected sites advisor(s) and how sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this HRA report (as applicable) take into account that advice.


	Relevant section of the HRA report
	Date(s) of correspondence* and any meeting(s) with protected sites advisor(s)
	Description of how the comments from protected sites advisors have been taken into account

	3.2.2 and 4
	09/07/2021
	
Following advice received in NRW memo dated 9 July 2021, section 3.2.2 was updated to include an appropriate assessment for the potential impacts on Sabellaria alveolate reef.



	4.2
	02/09/2021
	Following further advice from advisors and the subsequent submission of a disposal plan by the applicant, section 4.2 has been updated to include the mitigation measures contained within the document for avoiding adverse affect to Sabellaria reef. 


  






















8.	Consultation with protected sites advisors

TO: 		Will Cooke, Marine Licensing Team

FROM: 	Katie Reynolds, Marine Area Advice & Management Team

SUBJECT:	Habitats Regulation Assessment of DML2130 Aberaeron Beach Nourishment


Thank you for consulting Marine Area Advice & Management team on the above project and sending us a copy of the draft Form 1 HRA report dated 9/6/2021. Our comments are as follows:



Please refer to our memo dated 9th July 2021 with comments on this consultation, including the requested amendment to the HRA to recognise the potential impact pathway on the Sabellaria alveolata reef feature.

Provided this amendment is made, NRW Advisory can state that on basis of the information submitted, and provided the stated mitigation and restrictions are implemented and secured by conditions, NRW Advisory concur with the conclusion of the HRA; that the proposal will not adversely affect the integrity of Cardigan Bay SAC and West Wales Marine SAC, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.




Signed:  KReynolds



Date: 9/7/2021
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