Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Natural Resources Wales initiated variation 

We have decided to issue a Natural Resources Wales initiated variation for Astbury (Rossett) Landfill operated by WRG Environmental Limited.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The variation number is EPR/FP3894FP/V017
We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.


Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how Natural Resources Wales initiated variation has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process 
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account


Structure of this document

· Annex 1 the decision checklist

Annex 1: decision checklist 
This document should be read in conjunction with the agreed Natural Resources Wales variation request form and permit/ notice.
	Aspect considered
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	European Directives

	Applicable directives 
	All applicable European directives have been considered in the determination of Natural Resources Wales initiated variation.
	

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources”.
	

	The permit conditions

	Improvement conditions
	We consider that we need to impose improvement conditions.   
We have imposed improvement conditions to ensure that gas outputs from the landfill are correctly identified and managed.
	

	Operating techniques
	We have specified that the operator must operate the permit in accordance with referenced operating techniques, namely the Site Closure Report.  
These are specified in the Operating Techniques table in the permit.

The Site Closure Report was assessed against the following guidance:
· LFTGN03 Guidance on the Management of Landfill Gas
· Monitoring of landfill leachate, groundwater and surface water: LFTGN 02
· LFTGN04 Monitoring of Trace Components In Landfill Gas
· LFTGN07 Guidance on Monitoring Landfill Gas Surface Emissions
· H1 (Annex J3) Horizontal Guidance for Hydrogeological Risk Assessment
· Industry Codes of Practice
· Hydrogeological risk assessment for landfills: 4 yearly review template
· Landfill Directive Statutory Requirements for Definite Closure (Article 13)
	

	Operator Competence

	Environment management system 
	There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not have the management systems to enable it to comply with the permit conditions.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 5 on Operator Competence.
	

	Financial provision
	There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not be financially able to comply with the permit conditions.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 5 on Operator Competence.
The financial provision arrangements satisfy the financial provisions criteria.
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