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Record of a Habitats Regulations Assessment of a project 
OGN 200 Form 1
Document owner: Protected Sites Team, EPP
Version History:
	Document Version
	Date Published
	Summary of Changes

	1.0
	March 2016
	Document created

	1.1
	30 November 2017
	References to the 2010 Habitats Regulations updated to reflect new consolidated version of the regulations which entered into force on 30th November 2017;

References to KSP and National Services Directorates updated to EPP

	1.2
	28 June 2018
	With marked up changes in light of ruling in CJEU case c-323/17 ‘People over Wind’.

	1.3
	27 June 2019
	With marked up changes in light of ruling in CJEU case c-323/17 ‘People over Wind’. See Guidance here


Next review date:  April 2019
[image: image2.emf]
1.
Project Details This form will also be sent to Natural England for consultation
	1(a): Project details where an external party has applied to NRW for any form of authorisation

	Application reference number (if applicable)
	PAN-010745

	Date application received
	18/06/2020

	Applicant details
	Biffa Waste Services Limited

	Activity proposed


	This is a new bespoke application for an installation permit – Cardiff Waste Management Resources Centre, hazardous waste transfer station installation and non hazardous waste transfer station waste operation.

The application is for the following Schedule 1 listed activities and waste operations:

· S5.3 Part A(1)(a)(iii) – Disposal or recovery of hazardous waste with a capacity exceeding 10 tonnes per day involving mixing, blending and bulking of hazardous waste (transfer station) up to 7500 tonnes/year.

· S5.3 Part A(1)(a)(iv) – Disposal or recovery of hazardous waste with a capacity exceeding 10 tonnes per day involving re-packaging of hazardous wastes and re-packaging of laboratory smalls (transfer station) up to 7500 tonnes/year.

· S5.6 Part A(1)(a) – Temporary storage of hazardous waste with a total capacity exceeding 50 tonnes, temporary storage of hazardous waste and waste oils.

Waste operation – Non-hazardous waster transfer station, up to 7500 tonnes per year.

Other directly associated activities on site include the treatment (washing, crushing and shredding) and storage of packaged waste, discharge to surface water sewer, fuels and oil storage.

The proposed site will consist of covered storage bays and designated loading/unloading areas, site offices and welfare facilities. Storage operations will be undertaken within designated storage bays whilst transfer operations will be undertaken within the defined loading areas.

There will be process controls in place which are in line with BAT (Waste Treatment) for waste pre-acceptance, waste acceptance, waste storage, waste treatment etc. Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) are in place for the different operations taking place on site. 

There are no direct/channelled emissions to air. There is the potential for fugitive dust emissions, noise/vibrations and odour but measures in place to ensure these are minimal.

Foul waters generated at the site welfare facilities will be discharged (under appropriate consent) to foul sewer.



	Relevant legislation 
	Industrial Emissions Directive

Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016:

Schedule 1, Part 2, Chapter 5:
S5.3 Part A(1)(a)(iii) – Disposal or recovery of hazardous waste with a capacity exceeding 10 tonnes per day involving mixing, blending and bulking of hazardous waste (transfer station) up to 7500 tonnes/year.
S5.3 Part A(1)(a)(iv) – Disposal or recovery of hazardous waste with a capacity exceeding 10 tonnes per day involving re-packaging of hazardous wastes and re-packaging of laboratory smalls (transfer station) up to 7500 tonnes/year.
S5.6 Part A(1)(a) – Temporary storage of hazardous waste with a total capacity exceeding 50 tonnes, temporary storage of hazardous waste and waste oils.



	Location
	 NGR: ST 22019 78619

Cardiff Waste Management Resource Centre, Waterside Business Park, Lamby Way, Rumney Cardiff, CF3 2EQ.


The proposed installation is located approximately: 

1.1 km from Severn Estuary SAC/SPA/RAMSAR

8.9km to Cardiff Beech SAC
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	Application documents
	DMS (internal NRW use) External use here

	Environmental Statement
	N/A



	Pre-application correspondence
	N/A





	NRW team responsible for drafting this HRA report, and name of lead officer
	William Wallace, Permitting Officer Installations & RSR


2.
Determining the need for a Habitats Regulations Assessment

	2.1 Is the whole of the project directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more Natura 2000 sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the Natura 2000 site(s) is/are designated?

	NO

	2.2 Is there a possibility that the project could affect a different Natura 2000 site to the one(s) the project is intended to conserve?
	N/A


	2.3 Is it necessary to carry out an HRA?


	YES for the Severn Estuary SAC/SPA/RAMSAR
No for Cardiff Beech Wood SAC – due to the distance from the installation (almost 9km away), fact that there are no channelled emissions to air (only fugitive emissions, mainly dust) and only un-contaminated runoff to public surface water sewer (foul water to sewer and internal waste storage bays drain to sealed system/tanks and tankered away), there is no conceivable pathway expected due to scale and nature of activity. Therefore, no need to consider impacts to Cardiff Beech Wood SAC.
Cardiff Beech Woods SAC represents an area of semi-natural broadleaved woodland dominated by Beech Fagus sylvatica. There are two European features of interest present, Asperulo-Fagetum beech forests (45ha) and Tilio-Acerion forests of slopes, screes and ravines (30ha). These features will not be susceptible to any noise impacts on site and again due to distance from the proposed installation here will not be a conceivable pathway for impact.


3.
Considering the likelihood of a significant effect (LSE)

3.1
Renewal of a permission on the same or more restrictive terms as the extant permission
	Is this project a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW approved criteria for ruling out significant effects of renewals (see section 6.2A of OGN 200) without conducting a project-specific LSE test?
	NO


3.2
Likelihood of significant effects (LSE) test
	3.2.1 Which Natura 2000 sites might be affected by the proposal?


	Based on the project specification or information provided in the application, it is considered that the following Natura 2000 sites have features which could be affected by the project: 

Severn Estuary 
SAC UK0013030

SPA UK9015022

RAMSAR UK11081

The potential for the project to affect the following Natura 2000 sites was also initially considered, but can be ruled out without further consideration:

N/A


	3.2.2 Screening assessment

There is no impact pathway from the proposal to the designated feature
There is an impact pathway in principle, but significant effects from the proposal when considered alone can be ruled out

There is an impact pathway and significant effects cannot be ruled out


	
	Assessment of likelihood of significant effect

	
	I

Relevant conservation objectives
	II

Potential impact pathway
	

In light of the ruling of the CJEU in case C-323/17 ‘People over Wind’, avoidance measures should not be considered at this stage of HRA, so this column is left blank.


	Severn Estuary SAC UK0013030

	SAC interest feature 1: Estuaries
1.12: Estuarine & Intertidal habitats
	All conservation objectives are contained within the following document:

The Severn Estuary European Marine Site comprising: The Severn Estuary SAC, The Severn Estuary SPA, The Severn Estuary Ramsar site

Natural England & the Countryside Council for Wales’ advice given under Regulation 33(2)(a) of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, as amended. June 2009

‘Severn Estuary SAC, SPA and Ramsar site: Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England, June 2009’
	Toxic Contamination
Emissions from activities that could be toxic or harmful to the flora and fauna of the protected site, and could result in damage to vegetation and/or other sensitive features. For example, direct impacts (e.g. aerial emission causing sensitive vegetation species to die-off or discharges of pollutants). The proposed application does not have any direct aerial emissions to air of any toxic contaminants. There is possibly fugitive dust emissions which will be looked at under smothering impact.
Runoff to a nearby surface water sewer will be via oil interceptors and the source is only from external areas on site where no waste treatment takes place. Waste treatment and storage activities that take place within the buildings on site have their own sealed drainage systems and so no potential runoff to the environment.

External operations will be carried out in two distinct areas. The entirety of the site will be covered by impermeable concrete or tarmac surfacing over which operations will be restricted to the storage of empty gas containers or the unloading/loading of waste. The engineered surfaces within the external operational area will be installed in such a way that they direct collected surface water to a Sustainable Drainage System consisting of Gattic Slot Channels and sealed pipework which directs intercepted water through a series of fuel interceptors from where water is discharged to public surface water sewer at a control rate of flow. In the event of a spill, leak, fire or other incident that could result in contaminants entering the drainage network the risk to the surrounding environment will be limited as prior to discharge collected surface water drainage must pass through a flow control chamber which can be shut-off to prevent unwanted discharges to surface waters. Internal operations undertaken at the proposed site will be contained within three building footprints which will be segregated into individual storage bays. Within these buildings waste will be blended, bulked, re-packaged and stored pending onward transportation. As with the previously discussed external operational areas, the internal operational areas will be located on engineered impermeable surfacing. To prevent leachate, leaks or spills draining outside of these buildings and entering the external drainage network the floors will be constructed with gradients that fall to the rear of the storage bays where leachate, leaks or spills are collected within a linear drainage channel and directed to a designated storage tank. Each storage bay will contain its own linear drainage channel and designated storage tank. Roof waters will be collected by guttering and discharge into the aforementioned surface water drainage system servicing the external operational areas. The proposed Hazardous Waste Transfer Station will operate according to written Standard Operating Procedures and all elements associated with the operation of the Hazardous Waste Transfer Station comply with Best Available Technique requirements specified in UK Sector Guidance Note IPPC S5.06, Guidance for the Recovery and Disposal of Hazardous and Non-Hazardous Waste, December 2004).

Therefore, no potential pathway for toxic contamination to the features of the SAC.

Nutrient Enrichment
No emissions that contain nutrient enriching pollutants so no pathway for impact.

Smothering
Dust deposits can have an impact on vegetation and cause stress to local plant communities.

Dust emissions from vehicle movements; and Particulates from waste storage and treatment are classed as fugitive emissions. The operator will have measures in place to reduce fugitive emissions including the following: 1. All vehicles hauling waste or re-packaged materials will be sheeted/netted or enclosed. 2. Vehicles will be supervised during loading to ensure that they are not overfilled. 3. Regular sweeping of the hard surfaces will ensure that dust release from the site is minimised. 4. Hardstanding installed on trafficked routes to prevent tracking of dusts on vehicles. The main entrance way comprises concrete. 5. Wastes will arrive on site within packaging and/or sealed containers and will leave the site packaged which will severely reduce the potential for dust emissions. 6. Daily routine inspection of the site for aerial emissions will be performed as part of the management procedures. 
Given the measure in place detailed above there is unlikely to be a significant impact on any of the features of the SAC 
There is no environmental standard for particulate matter to assess smothering of this feature.
Using the Institutes of Air Quality Managements (IAQM) guidance on mineral dust as a basis, the majority of dust would deposit within the first 100 meters with remaining being deposited approximately 200-500 meters of the source. As the installation is approximately 1 km from the Seven Estuary (SAC/SPA/Ramsar), there is no impact pathway for the amount of dust from fugitive emissions to reach the site.
Changes in Salinity Regime

Changes in Thermal Regime
No impact pathway as only uncontaminated surface water is discharged to nearby surface water drain via oil interceptors. As above, also measures in place to manage and control runoff on site in the event of a fire (contain firewater).
Habitat Loss

Physical Damage
No impact pathway as SAC is approximately 1 km away from installation site

Turbidity

Siltation
No impact pathway as there is no direct discharge activities to the SAC, only uncontaminated run-off to nearby surface water sewer via oil interceptors which should not contain high levels of suspended solids.

	

	SAC interest feature 2: Subtidal Sandbanks

1.13: Submerged marine habitats
	
	Toxic Contamination

Nutrient Enrichment
See above

Changes in Salinity Regime

Changes in Thermal Regime
Physical Damage
Turbidity

Siltation
See above

	

	SAC interest feature 3: Intertidal mudflats and sandflats

1.12: Estuarine & Intertidal habitats
	
	Toxic Contamination

Nutrient Enrichment
See above

Smothering
See above
Changes in Salinity Regime

Changes in Thermal Regime
Habitat Loss

Physical Damage
Turbidity

Siltation
See above
	

	SAC interest feature 4: Atlantic salt meadow

1.12: Estuarine & Intertidal habitats
	
	
	

	SAC interest feature 5: Reefs

1.12: Estuarine & Intertidal habitats 
1.13 Submerged marine habitats
	
	
	

	SAC interest feature 6: River lamprey

2.5 Anadramous fish
	
	Toxic Contamination

Nutrient Enrichment

See above
Acidification
The proposal does not include the aerial emissions of acid gases (NH3, NOx and SO2) which can cause damage to vegetation and/or other sensitive features. Therefore no pathway for impact.
Changes in Salinity Regime

Changes in thermal regime
Habitat Loss

Physical Damage
Turbidity

Siltation
See above
Entrapment
No impact pathway as there is no water abstraction activities


	

	SAC interest feature 7: Sea lamprey
2.5 Anadramous fish
	
	
	

	SAC interest feature 8: Twaite shad

2.5 Anadramous fish
	
	
	

	Severn Estuary SPA UK9015022

	SPA interest feature 1: Bewick’s Swan

3.4 Birds of lowland wet grasslands

3.6 Birds of lowland freshwaters and their margins

3.7 Birds of farmland

3.8 Birds of coastal habitats
	All conservation objectives are contained within the following document:

The Severn Estuary European Marine Site comprising: The Severn Estuary SAC, The Severn Estuary SPA, The Severn Estuary Ramsar site

Natural England & the Countryside Council for Wales’ advice given under Regulation 33(2)(a) of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, as amended. June 2009

‘Severn Estuary SAC, SPA and Ramsar site: Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England, June 2009’
	Toxic Contamination

Nutrient Enrichment

Acidification
Smothering
See above

Changes in salinity regime

Changes in thermal regime
Turbidity

Siltation

Habitat Loss

Physical Damage
Entrapment
See above
Disturbance (Noise)

No impact pathway as the SPA is approximately 1 km away from the installation site in addition noise is not considered a significant issue for this installation. Noise report of the site predicts the site is 2dB above background at the nearest receptors located 60 meters from the installation and is considered low impact. Given the distance between the installation and the designated site the noise from the site compared to the background would be minimal. The installation is located in industrial/commercial areas that already have sources of noise. Any impact of noise from this site would be insignificant over the background for the area.
	

	SPA interest feature 2: European white-fronted goose

3.6 Birds of lowland freshwaters and their margins

3.7 Birds of farmland

3.8 Birds of coastal habitats

3.9 Birds of estuarine habitats
	
	
	

	SPA interest feature 3: Dunlin

3.4 Birds of lowland wet grasslands

3.7 Birds of farmland

3.8 Birds of coastal habitats

3.9 Birds of estuarine habitats
	
	
	

	SPA interest feature 4: Redshank

3.4 Birds of lowland wet grasslands

3.7 Birds of farmland

3.8 Birds of coastal habitats

3.9 Birds of estuarine habitats
	
	
	

	SPA interest feature 5: Shelduck

3.6 Birds of lowland freshwaters and their margins

3.8 Birds of coastal habitats

3.9 Birds of estuarine habitats
	
	
	

	SPA interest feature 6: Gadwall

3.6 Birds of lowland freshwaters and their margins
	
	
	

	SPA interest feature 7: Internationally important assemblage >20,000 waterfowl

3.6 Birds of lowland freshwaters and their margins

3.8 Birds of coastal habitats

3.9 Birds of estuarine habitats
	
	
	

	Severn Estuary RAMSAR UK11081

	Ramsar interest feature 1: Estuaries
1.12 Estuarine & intertidal habitats
	All conservation objectives are contained within the following document:

The Severn Estuary European Marine Site comprising: The Severn Estuary SAC, The Severn Estuary SPA, The Severn Estuary Ramsar site

Natural England & the Countryside Council for Wales’ advice given under Regulation 33(2)(a) of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, as amended. June 2009

‘Severn Estuary SAC, SPA and Ramsar site: Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England, June 2009’
	Toxic Contamination

Nutrient Enrichment

Acidification
Smothering

See above
Changes in salinity regime

Changes in thermal regime
Turbidity

Siltation

Habitat Loss

Physical Damage
Entrapment
See above

Disturbance (Noise)

No impact pathway as Ramsar site is approximately 1 km away from the installation site in addition noise is not considered a significant issue for this installation. Noise report of the site predicts the site is 2dB above background at the receptors located 60 meters from the installation and is considered low impact. Given the distance between the installation and the designated site the noise from the site compared to the background would be minimal. The installation is located in industrial/commercial areas that already have sources of noise. Any impact of noise from this site would be insignificant over the background for the area.
	

	Ramsar interest feature 2: Assemblage of migratory fish species
2.5 Anadramous fish
	
	
	

	Ramsar interest feature 3: Bewick’s Swan
	
	
	

	Ramsar interest feature 4: European white-fronted goose
	
	
	

	Ramsar interest feature 5: Dunlin
	
	
	

	Ramsar interest feature 6: Redshank
	
	
	

	Ramsar interest feature 7: Shelduck
	
	
	

	Ramsar interest feature 8: Gadwall
	
	
	

	Ramsar interest feature 9: Internationally important populations of waterfowl
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	3.2.3 Screening decision of the project ‘alone’


	(a) If ALL rows in column II of Table 3.2.2 are GREEN
	The project is not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 site, because there is no impact pathway from the project to any Natura 2000 features, and no further consideration under the Habitats Directive/Regulations is required in order to determine the application.

	(b) If there are NO rows coloured RED in column II of Table 3.2.2, and there are ANY rows which are BLUE
	The project is not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 sites when considered alone, but the possibility of significant effects in combination with other plans and projects needs to be considered.

	(c) If ANY rows in Column II of Table 3.2.2 are RED
	The project is likely have a significant effect on one or more Natura 2000 sites and therefore an appropriate assessment is required. 


6.
Conclusion
	HRA is not required because the whole of the project is directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the site(s) is/are designated, and the project is not likely to have a significant effect on any other Natura 2000/Ramsar sites.

(As documented in section 2.1 and 2.2 of this form)


	

	HRA is not required because there is no conceivable impact pathway to any Natura 2000/Ramsar site

(As documented in section 2.3 of this form)


	

	This project is a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW agreed criteria for ruling out significant effects of a renewal without conducting a project-specific LSE test. Therefore it is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 3.1 of this form)


	

	The project has been screened for likelihood of significant effects and, taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000/Ramsar site

(As documented in section 3.2 of this form, or section 5 if applicable) 

	X

	In light of the conclusions of an appropriate assessment, and taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, it has been established that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, taking into account any conditions or restrictions as applicable, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 if applicable)

	

	In light of the conclusions of the appropriate assessment, it has not been ascertained that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, as documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 is applicable.

Approval for the project cannot be given unless either:

· the project specification, and/or the terms under which it might be approved, are modified so as to remove the risk of adverse effects, and a revised HRA report is prepared, or

· the project satisfies the requirements of Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, an Article 6(4) Statement of Case is prepared (OGN 200 Form 3) and submitted for consideration by the appropriate authority, normally Welsh Ministers

	

	Signed: William Wallace
Name: William Wallace
Position: Permitting Officer, Installations & RSR
Date: 25/05/2021



7.
Consultation with protected sites advisor(s) and how sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this HRA report (as applicable) take into account that advice.

	Relevant section of the HRA report
	Date(s) of correspondence* and any meeting(s) with protected sites advisor(s)
	Description of how the comments from protected sites advisors have been taken into account

	
	
	


8. Conservation Technical Specialist’s comments
	I have reviewed the HRA documented in this form and confirm that I agree/do not agree* with its findings.

(*strike out as applicable)

Additional comments (if any):

Signed:

Name: 
Position:
Date:
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