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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	North West 

	Name of SSSI:
	Migneint-Arenig-Dduallt SSSI 

	Type of permission:
	Landspreading Deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	07/08/2021

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a saved for audit only 

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-014501

	National grid reference:
	Farm location: SH 81623 45994

Fields:
1 1 SH 82096 46327  
2 2 SH 81870 46143 
3 3 SH 82069 46550 
4 4 SH 81853 46334  
5 5 SH 81392 45886  
6 6 SH 81467 46000  
7 7 SH 81123 45900 
8 8 SH 80865 45607  
9 12 SH 80688 45483 
10 20 SH 82392 46972 
11 21 SH 82484 46849 
12 22 SH 82659 47067

Storage: SH 81649 46016

	Description of proposal: 
	Spreading of potable water treatment sludge, liquid state, from variety of DCWW locations , EWC code 19 09 02.
To be spread on fields listed above at Blaenycoed farm up to a total of 8725 tonnes, application rate dependent on pH of receiving field and specific waste. 
Waste will be stored separately in a lagoon at the NGR referenced above and confirmation has been given that the lagoon will be emptied of any residual waste between individual acceptances, no more than 1250 t will be stored at any time and the wastes will not be mixed.
The Agricultural Benefit Statement describes all general aspects, including nutrient additions and operating techniques and a Site Specific Risk Assessment gives further detail regarding mitigation of risk to the sensitive site under consideration. 
Maps were updated after a request for further information and updated versions are attached, indicating increased non-spread buffer zones to minimise risk of run off where gradient is a concern.  

	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	 NO, not within SSSI but several fields border it.
See map below .

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	 NO	
 

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

5. Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime.
7 Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.
22. Storage of materials.

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:
 
Migneint - Arenig - Dduallt is a large upland site that is of special interest for biological and geological features. The habitats of special interest are blanket bog, dry heath, montane heath, wet heath, flushes, lakes, woodland as well as a mixture of habitats comprising acid, neutral and calcareous grassland, rush pasture, bracken, ledge communities, swamp, running water and cliff and scree vegetation. 

Migneint - Arenig - Dduallt SSSI underpins Migneint a Dduallt Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 

This site supports vegetation assignable to the following habitat types listed in Annex 1 of the EC Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora): • Blanket bogs • European dry heaths • North Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix • Oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing waters with vegetation of the Littorelletea uniflorae and/or of the Isoëto-Nanojuncetea • Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles 
 Migneint - Arenig - Dduallt SSSI also underpins a Special Protection Area. 
Hen harrier, merlin, peregrine, red kite, short-eared owl, chough and golden plover are listed in Annex 1 of the EC Birds Directive 1979.
 Water vole and slender green feather-moss are listed under Annex II of the EC Habitats Directive. Slender green feather-moss is also listed under Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended.
The majority of the site lies within the Snowdonia National Park. 
There are eight Scheduled Ancient Monuments: Gamallt Hut Circle Settlement, Dolddinas Roman Earthworks, Pont Taihirion old bridge, Castell Carndochan, Bancion Duon Hut Circle Settlement and Deserted Rural Settlement, Hut Circle at Afon Graig Wen, Afon Cynfal Deserted Rural Settlement, and Hut Circle at Llyn Morwynion.
Red Data Book species: The liverwort Gymnocolea acutiloba is listed as Vulnerable on the British Red List. The ground beetle Trechus rivularis and the fungus gnat Brevicornu kingi are listed as Red Data Book 3 (Rare). 
The following UK BAP habitats are found within the site: Blanket bog, upland calcareous grassland, upland heathland and upland oakwoods. 
The following UK BAP species have been recorded on the site: slender green feathermoss, marsh clubmoss, a mason bee Osmia parietina (old record), Ashworth’s rustic Xestia asworthii, skylark Alauda arvensis, linnet Cardeulis cannabina, reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus, bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula, black grouse, song thrush Turdus philomelos, brown hare Lepus europaeus, otter Lutra lutra (old record), water vole, pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus and lesser horseshoe bat Rhinolophus hipposideros.
 

	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 


There is no direct pathway for impact to features to be affected, due to the following mitigation the applicant will put in place: 
· Spreading rates comparatively low, nutrient additions well within limits and mostly less than offtake, no discernible risk
· Spreading will take place according to CoGAP guidance and best practice
· Non-spread buffer zones of 20m in place in fields adjacent to SSSI and watercourses that run directly into protected site 
· Non-spread buffer zones in place on steepest parts of site to minimise risk of run-off
· No spreading to take place during sensitive periods e.g breeding season of birds within SSSI

Natural Resources Wales is minded to: 
Issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Judith Green

Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a saved for audit only 
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