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Record of a Habitats Regulations Assessment of a project 
OGN 200 Form 1
Document owner: Protected Sites Team, EPP
Version History:
	Document Version
	Date Published
	Summary of Changes

	1.0
	March 2016
	Document created

	1.1
	30 November 2017
	References to the 2010 Habitats Regulations updated to reflect new consolidated version of the regulations which entered into force on 30th November 2017;

References to KSP and National Services Directorates updated to EPP

	1.2
	28 June 2018
	With marked up changes in light of ruling in CJEU case c-323/17 ‘People over Wind’.

	1.3
	27 June 2019
	With marked up changes in light of ruling in CJEU case c-323/17 ‘People over Wind’. See Guidance here


Next review date:  April 2019
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1.
Project Details

	1(a): Project details where an external party has applied to NRW for any form of authorisation

	Application reference number (if applicable)
	PAN 013672

	Date application received
	14/05/2021

	Applicant details
	South West Wood Products Limited


	Activity proposed


	The Operators application proposes to operate a A16 physical treatment of non-hazardous waste which is limited to treatment to the recovery of waste wood.  Treatment operations are limited to manual sorting, separation, bulking, screening, chipping and shredding. All treatment is for the purpose of recovery only. Treatment may be by either manual and/or mechanical methods.
The operator’s proposal involves the storage and processing of waste woods only, with a total site throughput of

250,000tpa and storage capacity up to 5,000tonnes.
The site is fully impermeable with a sealed drainage system with no discharge to the water or ground.  



	Relevant legislation 
	Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016 

	Location
	Site Address: Coal terminal, South Dock, East Way Road, Newport Docks, Newport, NP20 2WE
Site National Grid Reference: ST31699 842295

[image: image3.emf]
The above image shows the location of the proposed site in Purple. 
[image: image4.emf]
The above image shows the location of the site in purple and the distance to the following designated European sites:

· Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, and RAMSAR 387m 

· River Usk SAC 196m



	Application documents
	The permit application documents are located: 

PAN-013672 (sharepoint.com) 


	Environmental Statement
	N/A


	Pre-application correspondence
	N/A




	NRW team responsible for drafting this HRA report, and name of lead officer
	Matthew Fryer
Waste Permitting Officer 

Waste Permitting Team


2.
Determining the need for a Habitats Regulations Assessment

	2.1 Is the whole of the project directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more Natura 2000 sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the Natura 2000 site(s) is/are designated?

	No
See site location row in section 1a above. 

	2.2 Is there a possibility that the project could affect a different Natura 2000 site to the one(s) the project is intended to conserve?
	N/A


	2.3 Is it necessary to carry out an HRA?


	Yes.
Note:  There is no conceivable impact on any Natura 2000 site, by virtue of the scale or location and nature of the project from direct emission to air, water or land. This is because: 

· The proposed waste facility is fully impermeable with a sealed drainage system with no discharge to the water or ground.  

· There are no point source emissions to air from the proposed waste facility. 

This HRA will therefore consider the potential impact from fugitive dust and noise emissions from the proposal only



3.
 Considering the likelihood of a significant effect (LSE)

3.1
Renewal of a permission on the same or more restrictive terms as the extant permission
	Is this project a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW approved criteria for ruling out significant effects of renewals (see section 6.2A of OGN 200) without conducting a project-specific LSE test?
	No


3.2
Likelihood of significant effects (LSE) test
	3.2.1 Which Natura 2000 sites might be affected by the proposal?


	Based on the project specification or information provided in the application, it is considered that the following Natura 2000 sites have features which could be affected by the project: 
Severn Estuary / Môr Hafren Special Area of Conservation UK0013030 

Severn Estuary Special Protection Area UK9015022

Severn Estuary Ramsar UK11081

River Usk / Afon Wysg SAC UK0013007
The potential for the project to affect the following Natura 2000 sites was also initially considered, but can be ruled out without further consideration:

N/A



	3.2.2 Screening assessment

As stated in Section 1 above the proposal is for an A16 physical treatment of non-hazardous waste which is limited to treatment to the recovery of waste wood.  Treatment operations are limited to manual sorting, separation, bulking, screening, chipping and shredding. All treatment is for the purpose of recovery only. Treatment may be by either manual and/or mechanical methods. The site will also store processed and unprocessed waste wood in several external waste storage stockpiles on site. The site is fully impermeable with a sealed drainage system with no discharge to the water or ground.  
Severn Estuary SAC SPA and RAMSAR

The site is not located within the Severn Estuary SAC, SPA and RAMSAR and does not involve physically interacting directly with these designated sites and as a result the following potential impact pathways (identified by the Reg 33 management plan) are screened out by the inherent characteristics of the proposal:

1)
Changes in nutrient loading 

2)
Substratum loss

3)
Changes in water flow rate

4)
Changes in wave exposure

5)
Abrasion and physical disturbance

6)
Changes in thermal regime

7)
Changes in salinity 

8)
Changes in oxygenation

9)
Changes in turbidity

10)
Introduction to microbial pathogens

11)
Introduction of non-native species

12)
Selective extraction of species

13)
Desiccation and changes in the emergence regime

14)
Changes in grazing management
15)          Physical loss and Physical damage
River Usk / Afon Wysg SAC

The site is not located within the River Usk / Afon Wysg SAC and does not involve physically interacting with the designated site and as a result the following potential impact pathways (identified by the core management plan) are screened out by the inherent characteristics of the proposal:

1) Changes to hydromorphological processes and characteristics
2) Changes in water flow rate  

3) Changes in wave exposure 
4)
Changes in thermal regime

5)
Changes in salinity 

6)
Changes in oxygenation

7)
Changes in turbidity
8)      Changes in physical properties of the river channel (eg. waterfalls, planform and profile)

      9)      Changes in nutrient loading 



	
	Assessment of likelihood of significant effect

	
	I

Relevant conservation objectives


	II

Potential impact pathway



	Severn Estuary SAC


	Estuaries 
	The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met 

1. the total extent of the estuary is maintained; 

2. the characteristic physical form (tidal prism/cross sectional area) and flow (tidal regime) of the estuary is maintained; 

3. the characteristic range and relative proportions of sediment sizes and sediment budget within the site is maintained; 

4. the extent, variety and spatial distribution of estuarine habitat communities within the site is maintained;

5.  the extent, variety, spatial distribution and community composition of hard substrate habitats and their notable communities is maintained;
6. the abundance of the notable estuarine species assemblages is maintained or increased;
7. the physico-chemical characteristics of the water column support the ecological objectives described above; 
8. Toxic contaminants in water column and sediment are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above.
9. Airborne nutrient and contaminant loads are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above


	The only potential impact pathways present that could lead to the proposed site impacting the Estuary feature of the Severn Estuary mentioned in the Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009) is by
· Smothering of the various habitats of the estuary through dust and litter deposition which could lead to changes in, or damage to, the biological communities 
· Changes in suspended sediment within the various habitats of the estuary from the deposition of dust and littering which could lead to changes in, or damage to, the biological communities 

· Damage to habitats or the biological communities that use the habitats of the estuary through toxic contamination.

· Disturbance to the biological communities that use the habitats of the estuary through visual and noise disturbance. 
Each feature (eg. Subtidal sandbanks or Mudlfats and sandflats) of the Severn Estuary are assessed by the following rows of this table, the assessment is not repeated here. 

As a result of these specific assessments outlined in the following rows of the table all potential pathways are removed due standard controls, or physical characteristics of the proposal/designated site. Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, or RAMSAR.

	Subtidal sandbanks
	The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met: 

1. the total extent of the subtidal sandbanks within the site is maintained; 

2. the extent and distribution of the individual subtidal sandbank communities within the site is maintained; 

3. the community composition of the subtidal sandbank feature within the site is maintained; 

4. the variety and distribution of sediment types across the subtidal sandbank feature is maintained; 

5. the gross morphology (depth, distribution and profile) of the subtidal sandbank feature within the site is maintained.  


	Fugitive dust emissions from the proposed waste treatment facility is the only potential impact pathways present that could lead to the proposed site impacting the subtidal sandbanks feature of the Severn Estuary mentioned in the Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009).  This potential impact would be as a result smothering and toxic contamination:
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Standard Dust Controls:

To ensure compliance with Permit Condition 3.1 Emissions of substances not controlled by emission limits we have ensured the operator has produced a Dust Management Plan (Doc Ref: 2190/DEMP. Dated: 27th August 2021. Version 1.2) that meets our ‘how to comply with your environmental permit guidance.’ This Dust Management Plan outlines standard controls which are expected of all permitted sites to control dust emissions from their site. These controls are not put in place with the intention to mitigate / prevent dust emissions impacting the designated sites alone. 
In order to prevent and minimise dust emissions from the site the operator has outlined the following controls incorporated on site: speed limits, , site roads will be maintained, all roads and operations areas will be swept to reduce dust emissions, all vehicles will delivering waste will be enclosed or sheeted, drop heights will be kept as low as possible, dust suppression systems, daily visual inspections of site areas and boundary. 
These measures will reduce the likelihood and quantity of dust emissions leaving the site boundary. 

The operators Dust Management Plan will be included in the Operating Techniques table of any permit issued. 
Scale of Dust Emissions: 

Due to the location (green star shown on the above figure) of the proposed facility and the subtidal sandbanks designated feature of the Severn Estuary any fugitive dust (and thus any contamination which it contains) is likely to be deposited prior to reaching the location of the subtidal sandbanks. It is therefore considered the quantity of dust reaching the designated feature will not be of the scale to smother the habitat or any biological communities/organisms living within. 
The waste types proposed by the applicant for treatment on the site are non-hazardous they will therefore not contain any hazardous properties (eg. toxicity) and should not therefore impact the designated feature should any fugitive dust emission. It is considered unlikely that the toxic content of any dust emission from the site would be of enough scale to change the water quality of the Severn Estuary and thus impact the biological communities that live within the Subtidal Sandbanks to a level that would cause an impact via toxic contamination. 
Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, or RAMSAR.


	Mudflats and Sandflats
	The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met: 

1. The total extent of the mudflats and sandflats feature is maintained;

2. the variety and extent of individual mudflats and sandflats communities within the site is maintained; 

3. the distribution of individual mudflats and sandflats communities within the site is maintained; 

4. the community composition of the mudflats and sandflats feature within the site is maintained; 

the topography of the intertidal flats and the morphology (dynamic processes of sediment movement and channel migration across the flats) are maintained.
	Fugitive dust emissions from the proposed waste treatment facility is the only potential impact pathways present that could lead to the proposed site impacting the mudflats and sandflats feature of the Severn Estuary mentioned in the Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009).  This potential impact would be as a result smothering and toxic contamination:

· Damage to the biological communities that use the mudflats and sands as a habitat, or for feeding and roosting/breeding through toxic contamination or smothering.
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Standard Dust Controls:

To ensure compliance with Permit Condition 3.1 Emissions of substances not controlled by emission limits we have ensured the operator has produced a Dust Management Plan (Doc Ref: 2190/DEMP. Dated: 27th August 2021. Version 1.2) that meets our ‘how to comply with your environmental permit guidance.’ This Dust Management Plan outlines standard controls which are expected of all permitted sites to control dust emissions from their site. These controls are not put in place with the intention to mitigate / prevent dust emissions impacting the designated sites alone. 

In order to prevent and minimise dust emissions from the site the operator has outlined the following controls incorporated on site: speed limits, , site roads will be maintained, all roads and operations areas will be swept to reduce dust emissions, all vehicles will delivering waste will be enclosed or sheeted, drop heights will be kept as low as possible, dust suppression systems, daily visual inspections of site areas and boundary.
These measures will reduce the likelihood and quantity of dust emissions leaving the site boundary. 

The operators Dust Management Plan will be included in the Operating Techniques table of any permit issued. 
Scale of Dust Emissions: 

Due to the location (green star shown on the above figure) of the proposed facility and the mudflats and sandflats designated feature of the Severn Estuary any fugitive dust (and thus any contamination which it contains) is likely to be deposited prior to reaching the location of the subtidal sandbanks. It is therefore considered the quantity of dust reaching the designated feature will not be of the scale to smother the habitat or any biological communities/organisms living within. 
The waste types proposed by the applicant for treatment on the site are non-hazardous they will therefore not contain any hazardous properties (eg. toxicity) and should not therefore impact the designated feature should any fugitive dust emission. It is considered unlikely that the toxic content of any dust emission from the site would be of enough scale to impact the biological communities that live within the mudflats and sandflats to a level that would cause an impact via toxic contamination. 
Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, or RAMSAR.


	Atlantic Salt Meadows
	The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met: 

1) the total extent of Atlantic salt meadow and associated transitional vegetation communities within the site is maintained; 

2) the extent and distribution of the individual Atlantic salt meadow and associated transitional vegetation communities within the site is maintained; 

3) the zonation of Atlantic salt meadow vegetation communities and their associated transitions to other estuary habitats is maintained; 

4) the relative abundance of the typical species of the Atlantic salt meadow and associated transitional vegetation communities is maintained; 

5) the abundance of the notable species of the Atlantic salt meadow and associated transitional vegetation communities is maintained.  

6) the structural variation of the salt marsh sward (resulting from grazing) is maintained within limits sufficient to satisfy the requirements of conditions iv and v above and the requirements of the Ramsar and SPA features.
7) vii.  the characteristic stepped morphology of the salt marshes and associated creeks, pills, drainage ditches and pans, and the estuarine processes that enable their development, is maintained. 

Any areas of Spartina anglica salt marsh (SM6) are capable of developing naturally into other saltmarsh communities.
	Fugitive dust emissions from the proposed waste treatment facility is the only potential impact pathways present that could lead to the proposed site impacting the Atlantic Salt Meadows feature of the Severn Estuary mentioned in the Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009).  This potential impact would be as a result of smothering and toxic contamination: 
· Damage to the biological communities that use the atlantic salt meadows as a habitat, or for feeding and roosting/breeding through toxic contamination or smothering.
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Standard Dust Controls:

To ensure compliance with Permit Condition 3.1 Emissions of substances not controlled by emission limits we have ensured the operator has produced a Dust Management Plan (Doc Ref: 2190/DEMP. Dated: 27th August 2021. Version 1.2) that meets our ‘how to comply with your environmental permit guidance.’ This Dust Management Plan outlines standard controls which are expected of all permitted sites to control dust emissions from their site. These controls are not put in place with the intention to mitigate / prevent dust emissions impacting the designated sites alone. 

In order to prevent and minimise dust emissions from the site the operator has outlined the following controls incorporated on site: speed limits, , site roads will be maintained, all roads and operations areas will be swept to reduce dust emissions, all vehicles will delivering waste will be enclosed or sheeted, drop heights will be kept as low as possible, dust suppression systems, daily visual inspections of site areas and boundary.
These measures will reduce the likelihood and quantity of dust emissions leaving the site boundary. 

The operators Dust Management Plan will be included in the Operating Techniques table of any permit issued. 
Scale of Dust Emissions: 

Due to the location (green star shown on the above figure) of the proposed facility and the Atlantic Salt Meadows designated feature of the Severn Estuary any fugitive dust (and thus any contamination which it contains) is likely to be deposited prior to reaching the location of the Atlantic Salt Meadows. It is therefore considered the quantity of dust reaching the designated feature will not be of the scale to smother the habitat or any biological communities/organisms living within. 
The waste types proposed by the applicant for treatment on the site are non-hazardous they will therefore not contain any hazardous properties (eg. toxicity) and should not therefore impact the designated feature should any fugitive dust emission. It is considered unlikely that the toxic content of any dust emission from the site would be of enough scale to impact the biological communities that live within the mudflats and sandflats to a level that would cause an impact via toxic contamination. 
Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, or RAMSAR.


	Sabellaria reef
	The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met: 

1. the total extent and distribution of Sabellaria reef is maintained; 

2. the community composition of the Sabellaria reef is maintained;  

3. the full range of different age structures of Sabellaria reef are present; 

the physical and ecological processes necessary to support Sabellaria reef are maintained
	Fugitive dust emissions from the proposed waste treatment facility is the only potential impact pathways present that could lead to the proposed site impacting the Sabellaria Reef feature of the Severn Estuary mentioned in the Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009).  This potential impact would be a loss of Sabellaria Reef as a result of smothering and toxic contamination: 
· Damage to the biological communities that use the Sabellaria Reef as a habitat, or for feeding and roosting/breeding through toxic contamination or smothering.
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Standard Dust Controls:

To ensure compliance with Permit Condition 3.1 Emissions of substances not controlled by emission limits we have ensured the operator has produced a Dust Management Plan (Doc Ref: 2190/DEMP. Dated: 27th August 2021. Version 1.2) that meets our ‘how to comply with your environmental permit guidance.’ This Dust Management Plan outlines standard controls which are expected of all permitted sites to control dust emissions from their site. These controls are not put in place with the intention to mitigate / prevent dust emissions impacting the designated sites alone. 

In order to prevent and minimise dust emissions from the site the operator has outlined the following controls incorporated on site: speed limits, , site roads will be maintained, all roads and operations areas will be swept to reduce dust emissions, all vehicles will delivering waste will be enclosed or sheeted, drop heights will be kept as low as possible, dust suppression systems, daily visual inspections of site areas and boundary.
These measures will reduce the likelihood and quantity of dust emissions leaving the site boundary. 

The operators Dust Management Plan will be included in the Operating Techniques table of any permit issued. 
Scale of Dust Emissions: 

Due to the location (green star shown on the above figure) of the proposed facility and the Sabellaria Reef designated feature of the Severn Estuary any fugitive dust (and thus any contamination which it contains) is likely to be deposited prior to reaching the location of the Sabellaria Reef. It is therefore considered the quantity of dust reaching the designated feature will not be of the scale to smother the habitat or any biological communities/organisms living within. 
The waste types proposed by the applicant for treatment on the site are non-hazardous they will therefore not contain any hazardous properties (eg. toxicity) and should not therefore impact the designated feature should any fugitive dust emission. It is considered unlikely that the toxic content of any dust emission from the site would be of enough scale to impact the biological communities that live within the mudflats and sandflats to a level that would cause an impact via toxic contamination. 
Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, or RAMSAR.


	Shad and Lamprey
	The sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes1, each of the following conditions are met: 

1) the migratory passage of both adult and juvenile sea lamprey through the Severn Estuary between the Bristol Channel and any of their spawning rivers is not obstructed or impeded by physical barriers, changes in flows, or poor water quality; 

2) the size of the sea lamprey population in the Severn Estuary and the rivers which drain into it, is at least maintained as is at a level that is sustainable in the long term; 

3) the abundance of prey species forming the sea lamprey’s food resource within the estuary, is maintained. 

4) Toxic contaminants in the water column3 and sediment are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above. 

The twaite Shad Alosa fallax feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met:   
i. the migratory passage of both adult and juvenile twaite shad through the Severn Estuary between the Bristol Channel and their spawning rivers is not obstructed or impeded by physical barriers, changes in flows or poor water quality; 

ii. the size of the twaite shad population within the Severn Estuary and the rivers draining into it is at least maintained and is at a level that is sustainable in the long term. 

iii. the abundance of prey species forming the twaite shad’s food resource within the estuary, in particular at the salt wedge, is maintained. 

iv. Toxic contaminants in the water column4 and sediment are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above. 


	Noise and Vibration, and Fugitive dust emissions from the proposed waste treatment facility are the only potential impact pathways present that could lead to the proposed site impacting the Shad and Lamprey feature of the Severn Estuary mentioned in the Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009).  This potential impact would be a loss of Sabellaria Reef as a result of disturbance, smothering and toxic contamination: 
· Smothering and Toxic contamination of the habitat communities the Shad and Lamprey rely on for feeding and roosting through fugitive dust emissions
· Disturbance through noise and vibration associated with the waste treatment activities on site which may prevent the Shad and Lamprey species reaching their spawning sites. 

Standard Dust Controls:

To ensure compliance with Permit Condition 3.1 Emissions of substances not controlled by emission limits we have ensured the operator has produced a Dust Management Plan (Doc Ref: 2190/DEMP. Dated: 27th August 2021. Version 1.2) that meets our ‘how to comply with your environmental permit guidance.’ This Dust Management Plan outlines standard controls which are expected of all permitted sites to control dust emissions from their site. These controls are not put in place with the intention to mitigate / prevent dust emissions impacting the designated sites alone. 

In order to prevent and minimise dust emissions from the site the operator has outlined the following controls incorporated on site: speed limits, , site roads will be maintained, all roads and operations areas will be swept to reduce dust emissions, all vehicles will delivering waste will be enclosed or sheeted, drop heights will be kept as low as possible, dust suppression systems, daily visual inspections of site areas and boundary.
These measures will reduce the likelihood and quantity of dust emissions leaving the site boundary. 

The operators Dust Management Plan will be included in the Operating Techniques table of any permit issued. 
Scale of Dust Emissions: 

The waste types proposed by the applicant for treatment on the site are non-hazardous they will therefore not contain any hazardous properties (eg. toxicity) and should not therefore impact the designated feature should any fugitive dust emission. It is considered unlikely that the toxic content of any dust emission from the site would be of enough scale to impact the biological communities that live within the habitats that support the lamprey and shad to a level that would cause an impact via toxic contamination. 
Noise and Vibration: 

The site is located within the Newport Docks. The activities proposed to be undertaken on the proposed site are consistent with industrial noises from other activities (including waste activities) undertaken across the wider Newport Docks. The industrial noises and vibration from the wider docks will also therefore be consistent with the noises and vibration emitted as a result of the proposed activity. 
It is not considered that the proposed activity will not change the character of noise or vibration from the proposed location or wider dock site and thus is unlikely to alter the noise/vibration characteristics of any designated sites and the habitats located within them. 
Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, or RAMSAR.


	Severn Estuary SPA


	Estuary 
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Estuary above 
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Estuary above 

	Subtidal sandbanks
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Subtidal sandbanks above
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Subtidal sandbanks above

	Mudflats and sandflats
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Mudflats and Sandflats above
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Mudflats and Sandflats above

	Atlantic Salt Meadows
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Atlantic salt meadow above
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Atlantic salt meadow above

	Sabellaria reef
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Saberllaria reef above
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Saberllaria reef above

	Shad and Lamprey
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Shad and lamprey above
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Shad and lamprey above

	Bewick’s Swan
	The conservation objective is to maintain the Bewick’s swan population and its supporting habitats in favourable condition. 

The interest feature Bewick’s swan will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met: 

(i) the 5 year peak mean population size for the Bewick’s swan population is no less than 289 individuals (ie the 5 year peak mean between 1988/9 - 1992/3); 

(ii) the extent of saltmarsh at the Dumbles (Appendix 8: Map 1) is maintained; 

(iii) the extent of intertidal mudflats and sandflats at Frampton Sands, Waveridge Sands and the Noose (Appendix 8: Map 1) is maintained; 

(iv) the extent of vegetation with an effective field size of >6 ha and with unrestricted bird sightlines > 500m at feeding, roosting and refuge sites (Appendix III) are maintained;  

(v) greater than 25% cover of suitable soft leaved herbs and grasses in winter season throughout the transitional saltmarsh at the Dumbles (Appendix 8: Map 1) is maintained; 

(vi) aggregations of Bewick’s swan at feeding, roosting and refuge sites are not subject to significant disturbance. 


	Section 4.2.1 SPA Interest feature 1: Internationally important population of regularly occurring Annex 1 species: Bewick’s swan of the Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009) outlines that the key supporting habitats for the Bewick’s Swan are:

· Intertidal Mudflats and Sandflats (Specifically, Sandflats at Frampton Sands, Waveridge Sands and the Noose) 
· Saltmarsh (Specifically, the Saltmarsh at the Dumbles)

As discussed above (See section Severn Estuary SAC – Mudflats and Sandflats) the fugitive dust emissions, and visual and noise disturbance from the proposed waste facility are the only potential impact pathways present that could lead to the proposed site impacting the mudflats and sandflats feature of the Severn Estuary mentioned in the Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009).This has the potential to cause: 
· Damage to the biological communities that use the mudflats and sandflats as a habitat, or for feeding and roosting through toxic contamination or smothering.
· Disturbance to the overwintering birds by sudden movements and sudden noises which could prevent the the birds feeding and in response they can decrease their energy intake at their present feeding site or move to another feeding lcoation which is less favoured again potentially impacting their energy intake. 
Standard Dust Controls:

To ensure compliance with Permit Condition 3.1 Emissions of substances not controlled by emission limits we have ensured the operator has produced a Dust Management Plan (Doc Ref: 2190/DEMP. Dated: 27th August 2021. Version 1.2) that meets our ‘how to comply with your environmental permit guidance.’ This Dust Management Plan outlines standard controls which are expected of all permitted sites to control dust emissions from their site. These controls are not put in place with the intention to mitigate / prevent dust emissions impacting the designated sites alone. 

In order to prevent and minimise dust emissions from the site the operator has outlined the following controls incorporated on site: speed limits, , site roads will be maintained, all roads and operations areas will be swept to reduce dust emissions, all vehicles will delivering waste will be enclosed or sheeted, drop heights will be kept as low as possible, dust suppression systems, daily visual inspections of site areas and boundary.

These measures will reduce the likelihood and quantity of dust emissions leaving the site boundary. 

The operators Dust Management Plan will be included in the Operating Techniques table of any permit issued. 

Scale of Dust Emissions: 

Due to the location (green star shown on the below figure) of the proposed facility and the Bewick’s Swan designated feature of the Severn Estuary any fugitive dust (and thus any contamination which it contains) is likely to be deposited prior to reaching the location of the Bewick’s Swan. It is therefore considered the quantity of dust reaching the designated feature will not be of the scale to smother the habitat or any biological communities/organisms living within. 
The waste types proposed by the applicant for treatment on the site are non-hazardous they will therefore not contain any hazardous properties (eg. toxicity) and should not therefore impact the designated feature should any fugitive dust emission occur. It is considered unlikely that the toxic content of any dust emission from the site would be of enough scale to impact the biological communities that live within the mudflats and sandflats to a level that would cause an impact via toxic contamination. 
Noise and Vibration: 

The site is located within the Newport Docks. The activities proposed to be undertaken on the proposed site are consistent with industrial noises from other activities (including waste activities) undertaken across the wider Newport Docks. The industrial noises and vibration from the wider docks will also therefore be consistent with the noises and vibration emitted as a result of the proposed activity. 

It is not considered that the proposed activity will not change the character of noise or vibration from the proposed location or wider dock site and thus is unlikely to alter the noise/vibration characteristics of any designated sites and the habitats located within them. 

Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, or RAMSAR.
A note on location. 
The specific locations of importance identified by the conservation objectives as listed above are not located near the proposed waste facility. The maps below show the location of the supporting habitats (Saltmarshes, and intertidal Mudflats and Sandflats) from Appendix 8, Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009). The green star annotation is the location of the proposed site. Based on the distance between the proposed waste site and the specific locations (the Sandflats at Frampton Sands, Waveridge Sands and the Noose, and the saltmarsh at the Dumbles) of importance there is no potential pathway for the site to impact through noise and visual disturbance, or fugitive emissions. 
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Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, or RAMSAR.


	Waterfowl Assemblages
	The conservation objective is to maintain the waterfowl assemblage and its supporting habitats in favourable condition, as defined below: 

The interest feature waterfowl assemblage will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met: The 5 year peak mean population size for the waterfowl assemblage is no less than 68,026 individuals (ie the 5 year peak mean between 1988/9 - 1992/3);  

(ii) the extent of saltmarsh  (Appendix 8) and their associated strandlines is maintained; 

(iii) the extent of intertidal mudflats and sandflats (Appendix 8) is maintained; 

(iv) the extent of hard substrate habitats (Appendix 8) is maintained; 

(v) extent of vegetation of <10cm throughout  the saltmarsh (Appendix 8)  is maintained; 

(vi) the abundance and macroscale distribution of suitable invertebrates in intertidal mudflats and sandflats (Appendix 8) is maintained; 

(vii) the abundance and macroscale distribution of suitable invertebrates in hard substrate habitats (Appendix IV) is maintained; 

(viii) greater than 25% cover of suitable soft leaved herbs and grasses4 during the winter on saltmarsh areas (Appendix 8) is maintained;  

(ix) unrestricted bird sightlines of >500m at feeding and roosting sites are maintained;   

(x)  waterfowl aggregations at feeding or roosting sites are not subject to significant disturbance.
	See sections Severn Estuary SAC – Mudflats and Sandflats and section Severn Estuary SPA – Bewick Swan above.

	Severn Estuary RAMSAR

	Estuary 
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Estuary above 
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Estuary above 

	Subtidal sandbanks
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Subtidal sandbanks above
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Subtidal sandbanks above

	Mudflats and sandflats
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Mudflats and Sandflats above
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Mudflats and Sandflats above

	Atlantic Salt Meadows
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Atlantic salt meadow above
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Atlantic salt meadow above

	Sabellaria reef
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Saberllaria reef above
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Saberllaria reef above

	Shad and Lamprey
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Shad and lamprey above
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Shad and lamprey above

	Waterfowl Assemblages
	See section Severn Estuary SPA – Waterfowl above
	See section Severn Estuary SPA – Waterfowl above

	Bewick Swan
	See section Severn Estuary SPA – Bewick Swan above
	See section Severn Estuary SPA – Bewick Swan above

	River Usk SAC

	Shad and Lamprey, salmon and Bullhead
	The conservation objective is to: 
· The population of the feature in the SAC is stable or increasing over the long term.

· The natural range of the feature in the SAC is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the foreseeable future. The natural range is taken to mean those reaches where predominantly suitable habitat for each life stage exists over the long term. Suitable habitat is defined in terms of near-natural hydrological and geomorphological processes and forms eg. suitable flows to allow upstream migration, depth of water and substrate type at spawning sites, and ecosystem structure and functions eg. food supply (as described in sections 2.2 a nd 5). Suitable habitat need not be present throughout the SAC but where present must be secured for the foreseeable future. Natural factors such as waterfalls may limit the natural range of individual species. Existing artificial influences on natural range that cause an adverse effect on site integrity, such as physical barriers to migration, will be assessed in view of 4.2.4

· There is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain the feature’s population in the SAC on a long-term basis.
	See section Severn Estuary SAC – Shad and lamprey above
Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of River Usk SAC,

	European Otter
	The conservation objective is to: 

· The population of otters in the SAC is stable or increasing over the long term and reflects the natural carrying capacity of the habitat within the SAC, as determined by natural levels of prey abundance and associated territorial behaviour.
· The natural range of otters in the SAC is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the foreseeable future. The natural range is taken to mean those reaches that are potentially suitable to form part of a breeding territory and/or provide routes between breeding territories. The whole area of the Usk SAC is considered to form potentially suitable breeding habitat for otters. The size of breeding territories may vary depending on prey abundance. The population size should not be limited by the availability of suitable undisturbed breeding sites. Where these are insufficient they should be created through habitat enhancement and where necessary the provision of artificial holts. No otter breeding site should be subject to a level of disturbance that could have an adverse effect on breeding success. Where necessary, potentially harmful levels of disturbance must be managed.

· The safe movement and dispersal of individuals around the SAC is facilitated by the provision, where necessary, of suitable riparian habitat, and underpasses, ledges, fencing etc at road bridges and other artificial barriers.
	Noise and Vibration from the proposed waste treatment facility are the only potential impact pathways present that could lead to the proposed site impacting the European Otter feature of the Severn Estuary mentioned in the Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009).  This potential impact would be a loss of European Otter as a result of disturbance.

· Disturbance to the Otters by sudden movements and sudden noises which could prevent or have and adverse impact on breeding/breeding success.. 

Noise and Vibration: 

The site is located within the Newport Docks. The activities proposed to be undertaken on the proposed site are consistent with industrial noises from other activities (including waste activities) undertaken across the wider Newport Docks. The industrial noises and vibration from the wider docks will also therefore be consistent with the noises and vibration emitted as a result of the proposed activity. 

It is not considered that the proposed activity will not change the character of noise or vibration from the proposed location or wider dock site and thus is unlikely to alter the noise/vibration characteristics of any designated sites and the habitats located within them. 

Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, or RAMSAR.
Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of River Usk SAC, 

	Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation
	The conservation objective is to: 

· The natural range of the plant communities represented within this feature should be stable or increasing in the SAC. The natural range is taken to mean those reaches where predominantly suitable habitat exists over the long term. Suitable habitat and associated plant communities may vary from reach to reach. Suitable habitat is defined in terms of near-natural hydrological and geomorphological processes and forms eg. depth and stability of flow, stability of bed substrate, and ecosystem structure and functions eg. nutrient levels, shade (as described in section 2.4). Suitable habitat for the feature need not be present throughout the SAC but where present must be secured for the foreseeable future, except where natural processes cause it to decline in extent.
· The area covered by the feature within its natural range in the SAC should be stable or increasing.
· The conservation status of the feature’s typical species should be favourable. The typical species are defined with reference to the species composition of the appropriate JNCC river vegetation type for the particular river reach, unless differing from this type due to natural variability when other typical species may be defined as appropriate.
	Fugitive dust emissions from the proposed waste treatment facility is the only potential impact pathways present that could lead to the proposed site impacting this designated feature of the Severn Estuary mentioned in the Regulation 33 Advice from CCW and Natural England (dated June 2009).  This potential impact would be a loss of this designated feature as a result of smothering and toxic contamination: 
Standard Dust Controls:

To ensure compliance with Permit Condition 3.1 Emissions of substances not controlled by emission limits we have ensured the operator has produced a Dust Management Plan (Doc Ref: 2190/DEMP. Dated: 27th August 2021. Version 1.2) that meets our ‘how to comply with your environmental permit guidance.’ This Dust Management Plan outlines standard controls which are expected of all permitted sites to control dust emissions from their site. These controls are not put in place with the intention to mitigate / prevent dust emissions impacting the designated sites alone. 

In order to prevent and minimise dust emissions from the site the operator has outlined the following controls incorporated on site: speed limits, site roads will be maintained, all roads and operations areas will be swept to reduce dust emissions, all vehicles will delivering waste will be enclosed or sheeted, drop heights will be kept as low as possible, dust suppression systems, daily visual inspections of site areas and boundary.
These measures will reduce the likelihood and quantity of dust emissions leaving the site boundary. 

The operators Dust Management Plan will be included in the Operating Techniques table of any permit issued. 
Scale of Dust Emissions: 

Due to the location of the proposed facility and this designated feature of the River Usk any fugitive dust (and thus any contamination which it contains) is likely to be deposited prior to reaching the location of this designated feature. It is therefore considered the quantity of dust reaching the designated feature will not be of the scale to smother the habitat or any biological communities/organisms living within. 
The waste types proposed by the applicant for treatment on the site are non-hazardous they will therefore not contain any hazardous properties (eg. toxicity) and should not therefore impact the designated feature should any fugitive dust emission. It is considered unlikely that the toxic content of any dust emission from the site would be of enough scale to impact the biological communities that live within the mudflats and sandflats to a level that would cause an impact via toxic contamination. 
Therefore, we conclude the proposed site is not likely to have a significant effect on this feature of Severn Estuary SAC, SPA, or RAMSAR.



	3.2.3 Screening decision of the project ‘alone’


	(a) If ALL rows in column II of Table 3.2.2 are GREEN
	The project is not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 site, because there is no impact pathway from the project to any Natura 2000 features, and no further consideration under the Habitats Directive/Regulations is required in order to determine the application.
Strike out rows (b) and (c) below, delete sections 4 and 5 of the form and complete sections 6 and 7 (and section 8 if applicable).



4.
Conclusion
	HRA is not required because the whole of the project is directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the site(s) is/are designated, and the project is not likely to have a significant effect on any other Natura 2000/Ramsar sites.

(As documented in section 2.1 and 2.2 of this form)


	

	HRA is not required because there is no conceivable impact pathway to any Natura 2000/Ramsar site

(As documented in section 2.3 of this form)


	

	This project is a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW agreed criteria for ruling out significant effects of a renewal without conducting a project-specific LSE test. Therefore it is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000/Ramsar sites, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 3.1 of this form)


	

	The project has been screened for likelihood of significant effects and, taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any Natura 2000/Ramsar site

(As documented in section 3.2 of this form, or section 5 if applicable) 

	(

	In light of the conclusions of an appropriate assessment, and taking account of the advice received from protected sites advisors, it has been established that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, taking into account any conditions or restrictions as applicable, either alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 if applicable)

	

	In light of the conclusions of the appropriate assessment, it has not been ascertained that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000/Ramsar site, as documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 is applicable.

Approval for the project cannot be given unless either:

· the project specification, and/or the terms under which it might be approved, are modified so as to remove the risk of adverse effects, and a revised HRA report is prepared, or

· the project satisfies the requirements of Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, an Article 6(4) Statement of Case is prepared (OGN 200 Form 3) and submitted for consideration by the appropriate authority, normally Welsh Ministers

	

	Signed: Matthew Fryer
Name: Matthew Fryer
Position: Waste Permitting Officer 
Date: 29/09/2021



7.
Consultation with protected sites advisor(s) and how sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this HRA report (as applicable) take into account that advice.

Delete any rows that do not apply.

	Relevant section of the HRA report
	Date(s) of correspondence* and any meeting(s) with protected sites advisor(s)
	Description of how the comments from protected sites advisors have been taken into account

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	


*Attach copies of all written representations (Form 2) received from protected sites advisor(s)
8. Conservation Technical Specialist’s comments
This section should be completed in any cases where the protected sites advice and sign off of the HRA report (section 6) is within the same team. Otherwise this section should be deleted

	I have reviewed the HRA documented in this form and confirm that I agree/do not agree* with its findings.

(*strike out as applicable)

Additional comments (if any):

Signed:

Name: 
Position:
Date:
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