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	For information






	Part A
Permitting officer to complete this section in consultation with Conservation/Ecology section and Natural Resources Wales (NRW)

	Type of permission/activity:
	Application for a new bespoke environmental permit for the intensive rearing of 160,000 birds.

	Natural Resources Wales reference no:	
	EPR/VB3090HN

	National grid reference:
	SO 46100 09080

	Site description:
	Existing poultry farm, in sparsely populated rural area.

 

	Brief description of proposal:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]This proposal is to increase the number of birds from below the level where a permit is needed (above 40,000 birds) to 160,000 birds. This also involves switching from turkeys to chickens, and even though bird numbers increase, the actual emissions to the environment decrease. (due to the smaller size of the birds and more efficient growing regime and housing)


	European site name(s) and status:

	River Wye SAC
Wye Valley Woodlands SAC


	List of interest features (relevant to this type of permission):
	River Wye SAC:

1.2 Bogs and wet habitats (transition mires and quaking bogs)

1.3 Riverine habitats and running waters (Floating vegetation of Ranunculus of plain and submountainous rivers)

2.5  Anadromous fish

2.9  Mammals of riverine habitats


Wye Valley Woodlands SAC

1.06 Dry woodlands and scrub

2.08 Mammals of wooded habitats


	Is this application necessary to manage the site for nature conservation?
	No


	What potential hazards are likely to affect the interest features (relevant to this type of permission?  

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sensitive interest feature:
	Potential hazard:
	Potential exposure to hazard and mechanism of effect/impact if known:
	

	
	1.2 Bogs and wet habitats (transition mires and quaking bogs)

	Toxic contamination
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Nutrient enrichment
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Acidification
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Changes in salinity regime
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Changes in thermal regime
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Habitat loss
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Physical damage by IPC/PPC Processes
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Smothering
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Turbidity
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Siltation
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Entrapment
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Disturbance (noise)
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	1.3 Riverine habitats and running waters (Floating vegetation of Ranunculus of plain and submountainous rivers)

	Toxic contamination
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Nutrient enrichment
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Acidification
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Changes in salinity regime
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Changes in thermal regime
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Habitat loss
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Physical damage by IPC/PPC Processes
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Smothering
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Turbidity
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Siltation
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Entrapment
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Disturbance (noise)
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	2.5  Anadromous fish
	Toxic contamination
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Nutrient enrichment
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Acidification
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Changes in salinity regime
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Changes in thermal regime
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Habitat loss
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Physical damage by IPC / PPC process
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Turbidity
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Siltation Entrapment
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	2.9  Mammals of riverine habitats
	Toxic contamination
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Nutrient enrichment
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Acidification
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Changes in salinity regime
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Changes in thermal regime
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Habitat loss
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Physical damage by IPC / PPC process
	Mechanism for effect (run-off)
	

	
	
	Entrapment
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Disturbance (noise)
	No mechanism for effect
	

	
	1.06 Dry woodland and scrub
	Acidification
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Habitat loss
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Nutrient enrichment
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Physical damage
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	smothering
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Toxic contamination
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	2.08 Mammals of wooded habitats
	Habitat loss
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Physical damage
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	smothering
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	
	Toxic contamination
	Mechanism for effect
	

	
	



	
	
	

	Is the potential scale or magnitude of any effect likely to be significant?

	Alone?

	The approximate distance from the installation to the nearest part of the River Wye SAC is  – 5.83km

The Riverine habitats and running waters (Floating vegetation of Ranunculus of plain and submountainous rivers) elemant of the SAC is aquatic and is not vulnerable to aerial ammonia deposition.

The Bogs and wet habitats (transition mires and quaking bogs).  While this is a feature of the River Wye SAC, it is only present in a certain part of the SAC, this being in the Colwyn Brook Marshes located at about 307805, 255624. This part of the SAC is therefore 60km from the proposed expanded installation (to the North West).

Therefore as the features of the SAC are either aquatic, and not vulnerable, or are outside of the 10km at risk distance, the affects are not relevant.

The Modelling carried out on behalf of the applicant shows a maximum ammonia concentration of 0.02 micro grammes per cubic metre at the nearest part of the Wye Valley Woodlands SAC (this was found at just one point and all of the remaining results were 0.01).  The maximum concentration equates to a maximum process contribution of 2% of the critical level (and a maximum process contribution of 1% at all other points). Therefore the potential affects are not relevant.

	In combination with other Natural Resources Wales permissions, plans or projects?

	No 



	In combination with permissions, plans or projects with competent authorities?

! Important
Use 202_04 Habitats Directive: Standard letter for consulting about new PPP for consulting about new PPP.
	As a result of this risk assessment, the Natural Resources Wales can conclude that:


No Likely Significant Effect - this application could act in combination with permissions and/or plans/projects of other competent authorities, consultation has been undertaken and our conclusion is as follows 




	Conclusion:
Is there likely to be a significant effect ‘alone and/or in combination’ on a European site?

	There is not likely to be a significant effect “alone or in combination” on a European site

The River Wye SAC has screened out due to the aquatic and non-vulnerable condition of the elements of the SAC that lie within 10km from the proposed expanded installation. 

The Wye valley woodlands has screened out as demonstrated by the modelling carried out on behalf of the applicants.


	NRW Officer:

	Paul Williams
	Date: 8 February 2016

	NRW conservation/ecology comment on assessment:

	. 








	NRW conservation/ecology Officer:
	

	Date:

	If there is a likely significant effect, an appropriate assessment will be required (see part B for suggested scope).





	Part B Suggested scope of the NRW appropriate assessment:


	Add details to following framework

· Other competent authorities involved

· Characterise the site in relation to the qualifying features and their conservation objectives;
· existing information
· additional surveys
· management/unauthorised impacts

· Detailed description of plan/project

· Assess each likely impact on the interest features;
· compare with historical data
· predict impacts
· compare with impact from management/unauthorised activities

· Determine the extent to which each possible impact can be avoided.
[bookmark: _Hlt158542245]

	NRW conservation/ecology comment on scope of NRW appropriate assessment:











	NRW conservation/ecology officer:
	

	Date:
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