Appendix No. 5
     Non-technical Summary  

This site is currently operated as an egg laying site with 39,950 birds on site housed in five old sheds with low speed, cowled ridge fans. The purpose of this application is make the site financially sustainable, thus safe guarding employment, whilst at the same time to improve its environment foot print within the locality.

David Davies Resources Ltd. wish to build one poultry house with 80,000 places designed for pullet rearing. Birds will be brought in from a hatchery and are transported to an egg laying unit at the end of the growing period. The average cycle length is 18 weeks. The house will be built of steel, with a steel roof and sited on a concrete base, which will overlie a visqueen membrane.  All walls and roofs will be fitted with the insulation.  All ventilation will be provided by high velocity ridge fans and side inlets in house.
Prior to the arrival of the day-old birds, the concrete floors in the house will be covered with wood shavings to a depth of 15mm and the houses will be pre-warmed to 31°C  using a hot water boiler system, this creates a better environment for the birds and less environmental damage. The water will be heated primarily by using a LPG boilers.  As the birds grow, the ventilation rate increases and the house temperature will be gradually reduced until the boilers can be switched off.  

Feed will be purchased from a separately-owned feed mill and stored on site in fully-enclosed galvanised steel bins. Diets are formulated according to the birds’ requirements and the stage of growth.  Protein and phosphorus levels are reduced over the growing period.  Water will be provided via cupped, nipple drinkers which are designed to minimise spillage.  This, together with good environmental control in the houses helps to maintain good litter condition and hence reduce ammonia and odours. Water use in each house is monitored daily. Low energy lighting systems will be used throughout the site. 

Birds which die during the production cycle will be removed from house each day and the numbers are recorded. The carcasses are put in sealed, vermin proof containers prior to collection under the National Fallen Stock Scheme. At the end of the rearing period all birds will removed from the houses.  The empty houses are then washed and disinfected ready for the next crop.  The wash water will be channelled to underground collection tanks close to the houses. All used litter and dirty water will be spread to land owned by a separate farming business. This will be done in line with the Code of Good Agricultural Practise and the Litter Management Plan.  The dirty water tanks will meet SSAFO regulations and will hold at least 1 complete wash down.
These measures will help to reduce the production and emission of ammonia, dust and odours and to prevent liquid washings escaping to the environment. This in turn has reduced the environmental impact of the farming activities. Whilst there have been no complaints in the past the existing arrangement is highly inefficient both in terms of energy use and labour cost, it is intended that this complete refurbishment of the site will not only be more efficient and cost effective but also potentially than the birds will be reared in the best conditions available.
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