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Emergency Plan Spillage of Chemicals



    


1. Purpose

1.1 To define the response to accidental spillage of chemicals and defines the required response.

2. Scope

2.1
Accidental spillage may occur in the following situations:

i) Off loading

ii) Transportation

iii) Filling

iv) During use Maintenance operations

v) Chemicals on parts

vi) Leakage from containers tanks etc as a result of accidental damage
vii) Leakage from equipment / machinery
2.2
Spillage is classified as follows:

Small 
- 
1kg of Solid or 2.5l of Liquid

Medium
-
25kg of Solid or 45l of Liquid

Large
-
Over 50kg of Solid or 45l of Liquid or any volume where entry to sewers, water courses or environmental damage has occurred.

Cyanide
-
All such spills

3. Responsibilities

The Plating Shop Manager / departmental managers are responsible for co-ordinating the activities of this plan.

Operators trained to deal with chemical spillages. 
All associates are responsible for reporting spillages.

4. Emergency Plan

Minor Spillage Of Chemicals

Note Excludes spillages of cyanide

a) Call for assistance from other operators and from chemical spill team members (AB-EF08-01-09 Spill Response Team Sheets).

b) If it is safe to do so, contain the spillage and prevent any further spillage taking place, prevent entry into drains or water courses.

c) Carefully observe the incident area and assess the following

a. Exact hazard present (Product name or description)

b. Information from signs labels etc.

c. Extent of incident

d) Where the spillage cannot be identified, contact the departmental Manager or area supervisor so that an assessment of the situation can be carried out.

e) Most small spills inside the plating department can be safely washed into the gully’s then treated in the effluent treatment area or  cleaned up using the chemical spill kits.

f) Spills in other departments are to be cleaned up using the chemical spill kits in their area. Guidance must be sought from the departmental Manager or supervisor prior to doing so.

g) Contaminated absorbents will be disposed of as defined in AB-EW07-05-03 Hazardous Waste Work Instruction
h) Any spill outside the boundary of the plating shop must be reported to the relevant departmental manager and an Environment Incident report completed. (AB-EF08-02-02) This report will be completed by either the plating shop manager or Environmental management representative who will record all required data on the Environmental Incident Log (AB-EF08-02-04).

i) Spills within the plating shop will be dealt with by plating shop staff using the appropriate controls and spill equipment.

Medium Spillage Of Chemicals

Note Excludes spillages of cyanide

a) Call for assistance from other operators and from chemical spill team members (AB-EF08-01-09 Spill Response Team Sheets)..

b) If it is safe to do so, contain the spillage and prevent any further spillage taking place, prevent entry into drains or water courses.

c) Carefully observe the incident area and assess the following

a. Exact hazard present (Product name or description)

b. Information from signs labels etc.

c. Extent of incident

d) If spillage is emitting fumes or gas into the work area or confined area or is known to contain cyanide (especially in solution) activate the fire alarm and evacuate the area.

e) Remain at a safe distance and give assistance to the Fire Service when they arrive.

f) Do not attempt to re enter the area or attempt to rescue trapped persons

g) Where the spillage cannot be identified, contact the Plating Shop Manager or chargehand so that an assessment of the situation can be carried out.

h) Most small/medium spills inside the plating department can be safely washed into the gully’s then treated in the effluent treatment area or cleaned up using the chemical spill kit. Guidance must be sought from the Plating Shop Manager or Chargehand prior to doing so.

i) Contaminated absorbents will be disposed of as defined in AB-EW07-05-03 Hazardous Waste Work Instruction
j) Any spill outside the boundary of the plating shop must be reported to the plating shop manager and an Environment Incident report completed. (AB-EF08-02-02) This report will be completed by either the plating shop manager or Environmental management representative who will record all required data on the Environmental Incident Log (AB-EF08-02-04).
k) Spills within the plating shop will be dealt with plating shop staff using the appropriate controls and spill equipment.
Large Spillage Of Chemicals

Note Excludes spillages of cyanide

a) Quickly assess the nature and the extent of the incident, report the spillage immediately to the Plating Shop Manager or Chargehand. 

a. Exact hazard present (Product name or description)

b. Information from signs labels etc.

c. Extent of incident

d. Is fire present, are explosions reactions occurring.

b) Evacuate the building, activate the fire alarm and call the fire service for assistance.

c) Inform the Environment Agency (Tel 0800 807060) and Welsh Water (Tel 0800 052 0130) of the incident.

d) Remain at a safe distance and give assistance to the Fire Service when they arrive.

e) Prevent entry to the incident area by unauthorised personnel.

f) Do not attempt to re enter the area or attempt to rescue trapped persons

g) Contaminated absorbents will be disposed of as defined in AB-EW07-05-03 Hazardous Waste Work Instruction
h) Any spill outside the boundary of the plating shop must be reported to the plating shop manager and an Environment Incident report completed. (AB-EF08-02-02) This report will be completed by either the plating shop manager or Environmental management representative who will record all required data on the Environmental Incident Log (AB-EF08-02-04).
i) Spills within the plating shop will be dealt with plating shop staff using the appropriate controls and spill equipment and an Environmental Incident report (EIR) must be completed.

Cyanide Spillage

a) Cyanide in storage and transportation is in the form of 100g solid potassium cyanide gold and 1kg solid potassium cyanide silver, and 50kg drums of solid potassium cyanide pellets and 50kg drums of solid sodium cyanide pellets. The only large quantities of liquid cyanide on site are in the plating line tanks that are contained within bunded areas that are further protected by the gully barrier. The likelihood of leakage outside the plating shop is minimal however EXACT PRECAUTIONS must be acted on as follow.

b) Eliminate all possible sources of ignition and immediately order all personnel to leave the area. Report the incident to the Plating Shop Manager or Chargehand so they can determine the action to be taken.

c) Open windows and close doors on the way out.

d) Decide to: 

a. Contain the spillage on site or

b. Evacuate the building and activate the fire alarm and call the fire service for assistance.

e) Under no circumstance’s re-enter the building unless authorised to do so by the Plating Shop Manager or Fire Service.

f) Contaminated absorbents will be disposed of as defined in AB-EW07-05-03 Hazardous Waste Work Instruction
g) Any spill outside the boundary of the plating shop must be reported to the plating shop manager and an Environment Incident report completed. (AB-EF08-02-02) This report will be completed by either the plating shop manager or Environmental management representative who will record all required data on the Environmental Incident Log (AB-EF08-02-04).
h) Spills within the plating shop will be dealt with plating shop staff using the appropriate controls and spill equipment and an Environmental Incident report (EIR) must be completed.

5. Spill Kits

All spill kits are fitted with tamper proof seals, the departmental managers are responsible for checking the condition of the spill kits in their area on a monthly basis. If the tamper proof seal is intact no action is required, if the seal has been removed the kit must be re-stocked and a new seal fitted. The result of the monthly check must be recorded on the Spill kit Check list (AB-EF08-01-08). A copy is located with each spill kit.

5.1 Re-instatement of Spill Kit following Incident

a) If a spill kit is used during an incident a full review of it’s contents against the checklist provided must be completed.

b) Additional absorbents can be obtained from the department manager or environmental manager.

c) Once the kit has been checked and all required items replaced a new tag should be fitted to identify that the kit is fully stocked ready for use.

d) Complete the checklist AB-EF08-01-08 identifying the reason that the kit was opened and the date that the kit was resealed. 

6. Training

6.1 All relevant personnel shall be trained in the operation of this emergency procedure and in pollution prevention and control techniques.

7. Documentation

Environmental Incident Report 



AB-EF08-02-02
Environmental Incident Log




AB-EF08-02-04

Spill Kit Check lists





AB-EF08-01-08

Spill Response Team Sheets
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