Environment Agency Permitting decisions

We have decided to transfer the permit for Dolwen Abattoir from Hamer International Limited (YP3539SX) to Randall Parker Foods Limited (EPR/GP3235GH/T001).  
The permit number is 
EPR/GP3235GH
The operator is 
Randall Parker Foods Limited
The facility is located at 
Dolwen, Oakley Park, Llanidloes, Powys, SY18 6LX
The decision was effective from 
23/01/09
Summary of the decision

We have decided to grant transfer of the permit (original reference YP3539SX) from Hamer International Limited to the new operator, Randall Parker Foods Limited.  There are no recorded subsequent variations to the original permit, and the Transfer Notice EPR/GP3235GH/T001 records that the original permit (YP3539SX) and all of its conditions are now fully transferred to Randall Parker Foods Limited.

We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environment protection is provided.

The installation processes between 1,500 and 4,500 lambs per day plus a quantity of cattle, varying with seasonal requirements.  Stock is delivered to a lairage where it is sorted and graded.  The stock is then slaughtered in the slaughter hall where it is prepared for food production and then chilled and dispatched.

There is one emission point to water; all process wastes and surface water drainage is discharged through this point to the River Severn, which lies approximately 300m from the site boundary.  Process water is treated in the on-site effluent treatment plant prior to disposal.  There is one emission point to air from a boiler of <1MW capacity , which is below the level of regulatory concern.  The installation is unlikely to have an impact on any Natura 2000 sites.  The installation has a climate change levy agreement with a target of reducing its specific energy consumption by 2013.  The operator has its own environmental management system, which is not externally audited.
Purpose of this document

This decision document:

· explains how the applicant’s application has been determined;

· provides a record of the decision-making process;

· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.

Structure of this document
· Key Issues of the decision;

· Annex 1 the decision check list.
Key Issues of the decision 
Environmental risk 

The permit has been fully transferred to the new operator with no changes to the extent of the installation, or the activities within the installation.  We therefore consider that there is no change in the environmental risk from the site.  

Operator Competence
We are satisfied the operator is a legal entity and will be in control of the installation. 

Operator competence has been assessed as part of the application. 
Management System

The installation operates an in-house environmental management system, which was developed after the issue of the original permit (YP3539SX).  This management system will maintained by the new operator (Randall Parker Ltd).  An outline summary of the key elements of the environmental management system has been provided in the application.  The Environment Agency has reviewed this summary and considers that there are no serious deficiencies in the management system.  Due to this, the management system element of the operator competence assessment is fulfilled.

Technical Competence

The transfer application was made on the basis of ‘limited change in management’ at the facility, and the operator has confirmed that the management structure at the site has not changed. We therefore accept that there is adequate technical competence for operation of the installation.  

Compliance Record

There are no enforcement or prosecution notices on record for the operator (Randall Parker Foods Ltd).  
Financial Competence

The operator has confirmed that there are no current or past insolvency or bankruptcy proceedings against it (e-mail dated 15/01/09).  

The Facility

There are no changes to the composition or extent of this facility as a result of this permit transfer.  The permit has been transferred in full to the new operator.  
Annex 1: decision checklist 
	Activity
	Justification / Detail
	Determination criteria met

	
	
	No
	Yes

	Receipt of submission
	
	

	Application fee
	The application fee is correct 

Charge table reference -  Paragraph 17 of the Charging Scheme
	
	(

	Commercial confidentiality
	The operator has not made a claim for commercial confidentiality. We have not received any information in relation to this application that appears to be confidential in relation to any party.
	
	N/A

	Operator

	Control of the facility
	We are satisfied that the applicant (now the operator) is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the permit. The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 Understanding the meaning of operator
	
	(

	Operator Competence

	Technical competence
	There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not have the management systems to enable it to comply with the permit conditions.
The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 5 on Operator Competence
	
	(

	Relevant Convictions
	The National Enforcement Database has been checked to ensure that all relevant convictions have been declared. The operator satisfies the criteria in RGN 5 on Operator Competence.
No relevant convictions.
	
	(

	Financial provision
	There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not be financially able to comply with the permit conditions. The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 5 [Operator Competence]
	
	(
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