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	Permit Number:


	BR9715B

	Name of Operator:


	Solutia UK Ltd

	Location of Installation:


	Corporation Road, Newport, Gwent, NP194XF

	Location of the emission:


	Dequest 2010 Catch Tank Vent

	Time and date of the emission:
	04/01/2016 at 14:15


	Any more accurate information on the matters for notification under Part A
	During a process re-start, a bursting disc ruptured resulting in a release of acetic vapour from the catch tank vent for a duration of 2-3 minutes. The team in attendance controlled the release using the fixed fire protection equipment. There were no injuries, however the release resulted in two off-site complaints from the nearby housing estate
The event occurred as a result of a non-standard process batch, following an extended 2 week shutdown. Due to this, the chemical reaction did not take place as intended, and the efforts to initiate the reaction i.e: N2 sparging, addition of acetic anhydride, and heating, consequently led to an increase in both temperature & pressure, and hence the rupture of the bursting disk

An additional item noted, was that whilst the fixed fire protection water sprays are an effective abatement technique, the internal tank water sprays under this type of scenario served to encourage venting, and  were therefore switched off immediately

The plant was not restarted for 4 days, to allow for: the investigation to be concluded, and preventative actions to be identified. See below: 

	Measures taken, or intended to be taken, to prevent a recurrence of the incident
	· Modify control system to prevent abnormally high temperatures, including: i) the setting of revised temperature control points at the end of the reaction batch, and ii) remove auto-transfer between vessels when outside of (hi-temp) set-point

· Additional step added to operational procedures to prevent accumulation of excess reactants
· Trouble shooting guide updated to clarify when to use the catch tank emergency sprays

	Measures taken, or intended to be taken, to rectify, limit or prevent any pollution of the environment or harm which has been or may be caused by the emission
	None proposed. Complaints recorded, and handled in the established manner

	The dates of any unauthorised emissions from the installation in the preceding 24 months
	10/01/2016 - Acetic Acid pipe failure
04/01/2016 - Catch Tank Vent, HCl / Acetic release [This Notification]
28/04/2014 - HCl vapour to atmosphere





* Signed:






Date:
20/01/2016
* authorised to sign on behalf of Solutia UK Ltd
Schedule 1 – 5.1.1 Notification








