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Dear Sir / Madam
Re: Barry Energy Facility

Thank you for your letter which was circulated to all attendees of the recent public meeting for sending into us. John has asked me to respond on his behalf. 
The meeting was specifically set up by Jane Hutt AM, Cllr Pam Drake and ourselves to be an initial opportunity for members of the public to raise their concerns to us directly so that we can take account of them appropriately during the determination of the application for an environmental permit by Biomass UK No2 ltd.

At the meeting, we informed the group that the application was currently being determined by NRW’s Permitting Service  in Cardiff and that we were open to receive any representations regarding the application at this meeting and subsequently directly to our Permitting Service. The current determination date is the 8 May 2017. The session also provided those attending with an opportunity to ask questions on the contents of the application and our approach to permitting and ongoing regulation.

We took note of the key areas of concern raised and are looking into the most appropriate way to ensure ongoing engagement with the public and local businesses whilst we are assessing the application. We committed clearly at the meeting that we would undertake further information and consultation activities and so you can rest assured that this is the start of an ongoing conversation and there is plenty of opportunity for you and other residents to have your say. We have also encouraged the applicant to consider their own proposals for public engagement.

The application is for a gasification plant to treat non-hazardous waste wood to generate energy. If permitted, it will be required to meet the stringent standards set out in the Industrial Emissions Directive and Environmental Permitting Regulations. I can assure you that we treat all applications for industrial installations and waste activities very seriously and apply rigorous standards in determining whether or not to grant a permit.


Regarding the environmental concerns you have mentioned about emissions, dust, noise and fires, as discussed at the meeting, we are currently assessing the applicant’s operating procedures and technical specifications to ensure that they are appropriate to meet all the legal, environmental, technological and health requirements of UK and European law. We can only grant an environmental permit if we are satisfied that the operator has the ability to meet the conditions of the permit in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Should you wish to make any further representations, you may find the information on the enclosed Have your Say information sheet useful as it provides information on the main issues we can and cannot consider when coming to a  decision on whether to grant a permit or not. It also gives the contact details for representations and where the application documents can be viewed.

Yours sincerely

Caitriona Harvey 

Arweinydd Tîm Rheoliad Diwydiant a Gwastraff Taf ac Elái / Industry and Waste Regulation Taff & Ely Team Leader
Ffon/Tel: 
0300 065 3068
Ebost/Email:
caitriona.harvey@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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