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Thank you for your letter dated 12 March 2018 about the permit issued by Natural Resources Wales to Biomass UK No 2 Ltd for operation of a gasification facility in Barry.

NRW undertakes an evidence-based determination process and the decision document sets out the extent of the evidence considered and the assessments undertaken.  I have every confidence that the scientists, experts and advisers within NRW and our consultation bodies have assessed the evidence robustly when coming to this final decision. This would include the operating processes that you refer to in your letter.

As part of this decision-making process, we allowed for extended periods of consultation, totalling 29 weeks, during a determination period that lasted from December 2016 to January 2018.  We also attended several meetings with DIAG during the determination process which were Chaired by Jane Hutt AM. We therefore do not believe that this was a ‘tick box’ exercise.

I wanted to take the opportunity to explain the extent of our powers. You refer in your letter to the EIA process; this is part of the planning process not the environmental permitting process.  The planning process is the domain of the local planning authority and NRW has no powers in that process and therefore has no jurisdiction in relation to this legislation for this development. 

As already indicated, the determination process finished in February 2018 and a permit was issued. This contains various conditions designed to ensure emissions from this installation will not reach levels that could cause harm to the environment or human health.   

I hope this information is helpful in clarifying the points raised in your letter.







Clare Pillman
Chief Executive
Natural Resources Wales
Clare.pillman@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
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