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[bookmark: _Toc531084396]Bespoke permit/Variation   
The application number is:	EPR/PP3139GB/V009	
The Operator is:			Enovert North Limited
The Installation is located at:	Hafod Quarry Landfill, Bangor Road, Johnstown, Wrexham
  
We have decided to issue the variation for Hafod Quarry Landfill operated by Enovert North Limited.
The variation number is EPR/PP3139GB/V009 

We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.


[bookmark: _Toc531084397]Purpose of this document

This decision document:
explains how the application has been determined
provides a record of the decision-making process
shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


[bookmark: _Toc531084398]Structure of this document

· Table of contents
· Key issues 
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[bookmark: _Toc531084401]Key issues of the decision 


1 [bookmark: _Toc453077959][bookmark: _Toc531084402][bookmark: _Toc453077960]Our decision 

Based on the information available to us we have decided to issue a permit variation to the Applicant.  

We consider that, in reaching that decision, we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that a high level of protection is provided for the environment and human health.

This Application is to operate an installation which is subject principally to the Industrial Emissions Directive (IED).

The permit contains many conditions taken from our standard Environmental Permit template including the relevant Annexes. We developed these conditions in consultation with industry, having regard to the legal requirements of the Environmental Permitting Regulations and other relevant legislation. This document does not therefore include an explanation for these standard conditions. Where they are included in the permit, we have considered the Application and accepted the details are sufficient and satisfactory to make the standard conditions appropriate.  

2 
3 [bookmark: _Toc531084403][bookmark: _Toc453077961]How we reached our decision
[bookmark: _Toc531084404]2.1 Receipt of Application

The Application was accepted as duly made on 16/02/2018.  This means we considered it was in the correct form and contained sufficient information for us to begin our determination, but not that it necessarily contained all the information we would need to complete that determination.

The Applicant made no claim for commercial confidentiality. We have not received information in relation to the Application that appears to be confidential in relation to any party. 

 

[bookmark: _Toc531084405]2.3	 Requests for Further Information

In order for us to be  able to consider the Application duly made, we needed more information. We requested further information relating to clarification of type of variation applied for.  Upon receipt of this information we were able to consider the application Duly Made. 

A copy of the information notice and e-mails requesting further information were placed on our public register as were the responses when received.

4 [bookmark: _Toc531084406]The Legal Framework

The variation will be granted, under Regulation 20 of the EPR.  The Environmental Permitting regime is a legal vehicle which delivers most of the relevant legal requirements for activities falling within its scope.  In particular, the regulated facility is: 
an installation as described by the IED; 
subject to aspects of the Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 which also have to be addressed.  

We address the legal requirements directly where relevant in the body of this document.  NRW is satisfied that this decision is consistent with its general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources (SMNR) in relation to Wales, and applying the principles of SMNR. In particular, NRW acknowledges that it is a principle of sustainable management to take action to prevent significant damage to ecosystems. We consider that, in granting the Permit a high level of protection will be delivered for the environment and human health through the operation of the Installation in accordance with the permit conditions. NRW is satisfied that this decision is compatible with its general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources

[bookmark: _Toc531084407]4	The Installation
[bookmark: _Toc531084408]4.1 Description of the Installation and related issues
[bookmark: _Toc453077966]4.1.1	The permitted activities

[bookmark: _Toc453077967]The Installation is subject to the EPR because it carries out an activity listed in Part 1 of Schedule 1 of the EPR:

Section 5.2 Part A(1)(a) The disposal of waste in a landfill.


An installation may also comprise “directly associated activities”, which at this Installation includes: Combustion of landfill gas for the purpose of electricity generation; Flaring of landfill gas for disposal in an appliance; Storage of leachate prior to removal from site; Controlled discharge of site drainage from the installation.

Together, these listed and directly associated activities comprise the Installation. 

[bookmark: _Toc453077971][bookmark: _Toc453077972]4.1.4	Key Issues in the Determination

The variation has not changed the operations on site, it has updated the monitoring of the site and has added additional controls to the importation of waste materials for restoration by recognising this activity in the permit and ensuring appropriate standards are applied.
Our decision includes but is not limited to the following: 
Reviewing the monitoring standards and frequencies and reviewing the waste types, quantities, purpose, need, quality controls and management of restoration wastes. 

[bookmark: _Toc453077974]
[bookmark: _Toc453077975]4.2.3	Closure and decommissioning

Permit condition 1.1.1 requires the Operator to have a written management system in place which identifies and minimises risks of pollution including those arising from closure.

At the definitive cessation of activities, the Operator has to satisfy us that the necessary measures have been taken so that the site ceases to pose a risk to soil or groundwater, taking into account both the baseline conditions and the site’s current or approved future use.   To do this, the Operator has to apply to us for surrender, which we will not grant unless and until we are satisfied that these requirements have been met. 

[bookmark: _Toc531084409]4.3 Operation of the Installation – general issues
[bookmark: _Toc453077976]
4.3.1	Administrative issues

[bookmark: _Toc453077977]The Applicant is the sole Operator of the Installation. This variation makes no changes to the operator or installation boundary.

4.3.2	Management

[bookmark: _Toc453077979][bookmark: _Toc453077978]The Applicant has stated in the Application that they will implement an Environmental Management System (EMS) that will meet the requirements for an EMS in our “How to comply with your environmental permit guidance”. The Applicant submitted a summary of the EMS with their application. 

The applicant has an EMS which is certified to ISO14001. 

We are satisfied that appropriate management systems and management structures will be in place for this Installation, and that sufficient resources are available to the Operator to ensure compliance with all the Permit conditions.

[bookmark: _Toc453077980]
[bookmark: _Toc453077981]4.3.7	Operating techniques
[bookmark: _Toc453077984]
We have reviewed the techniques used by the operator and compared these with the relevant guidance notes. This variation adds operating techniques. 

The proposed techniques/ emission levels for priorities for control are in line with the benchmark levels contained in the TGN and we consider them to represent appropriate techniques for the facility. 
 
We have specified that the applicant must operate the permit in accordance with descriptions in the application, including all additional information received as part of the determination process.  

These are specified in the Operating Techniques table in the permit.

4.3.7	Energy efficiency

We are satisfied that the Applicant will ensure that energy is used as efficiently as possible. 
The Operator is required to report energy usage under condition 4.2.2 and Schedule 4.  


[bookmark: _Toc453077986][bookmark: _Toc531084410]5	Minimising the Installation’s environmental impact 
[bookmark: _Toc453077987]
Regulated activities can present different types of risk to the environment, these include odour, noise and vibration; accidents, fugitive emissions to air and water; as well as point source releases to air, water, sewer and discharges to ground or groundwater, global warming potential and generation of waste.  All these factors are discussed in this and other sections of this document.

For an installation of this kind, the principal emissions are : landfill gas and leachate

This variation makes no changes to these emissions..




[bookmark: _Toc531084411]European Sites


[bookmark: _Hlk530749560]Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is not required because there is no change to the emissions as a result of this variation. 
 

[bookmark: _Toc531084412]SSSI Assessment
there is no change to the emissions as a result of this variation. 
	
[bookmark: _Toc531084413]Non Statutory Sites Assessment 
[bookmark: _Toc453077995]there is no change to the emissions as a result of this variation. 

[bookmark: _Toc531084414]6  Setting ELVs and other Permit conditions
We have decided that emission limits should be set for the parameters listed in the permit. This variation has considered the emission limits and the monitoring frequencies and has updated these in accordance with the relevant guidance.
 

[bookmark: _Toc453077996][bookmark: _Toc531084415]6.1	Translating BAT into Permit conditions

Article 14(3) of IED states that BAT conclusions shall be the reference for permit conditions.  Article 15(3) further requires that under normal operating conditions; emissions do not exceed the emission levels associated with the best available techniques as laid down in the decisions on BAT conclusions.

While there is no specific “BAT conclusions” document for the landfill industry, there are a number of relevant guidance documents which aid in determining best available techniques and emission levels. Specifically these documents include a whole series of Landfill Technical Guidance Notes. These notes were extensively used to confirm the appropriate standards for this site.

[bookmark: _Toc453077998]
[bookmark: _Toc531084416][bookmark: _Toc453077999]6.2	Monitoring

We have decided that monitoring should be carried out for the parameters listed in Schedule 3 of the permit using the methods and to the frequencies specified in those tables.  These monitoring requirements have been imposed in order to demonstrate compliance with the emissions limits in the permit. 



[bookmark: _Toc531084417]6.4	Reporting

We have specified the reporting requirements in Schedule 4 of the Permit to ensure data is reported to enable timely review by Natural Resources Wales to ensure compliance with permit conditions and to monitor the efficiency of material use and waste recovery at the installation.
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[bookmark: _Toc531084418]ANNEX 1:	Pre-Operational Conditions

[bookmark: _Toc453078001]
None, site already operational.



[bookmark: _Toc531084419]ANNEX 2:	Improvement Conditions  


This permit variation includes one improvement condition:

The operator shall submit to Natural Resources Wales for approval, an updated landfill gas management plan. This plan shall include proposed action limits for methane and carbon dioxide concentrations in peripheral gas monitoring boreholes and and action plan to be followed in the event of any unsuitable monitoring results.

This condition was felt necessary and agreed by the operator to ensure that the landfill gas management is maintained at the best standard.
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