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No. of years EDM data

Investigation trigger (average no.

spills/year)
1 >60
2 >50
3or more >40






	Natural Resources Wales Formal Notice.
Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 

Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:

To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.

Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.

Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.

Ensure you have completed all sections.

	1. Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Wales, Cardiff, Ty Cambria

	2. Name of SSSI:
	Sites picked up within the screening report:

· Aber Afon Conwy

· Benarth Wood
· Bryn Euryn

· Bwlch Mine

· Cadnant

· Chwareli A Glaswelltir Degannwy

· Coed Ffordd-Las

· Coed Y Gopa

· Coedydd Derw Elwy

· Creigiau Rhiwledyn/Little Ormes Head

· Creuddyn

· Llanddulas Limestone And Gwrych Castle Wood

· Llyn Ty'N Y Llyn

· Llyn Y Fawnog

· Mynydd Marian

· Pen Y Gogarth / Great Ormes Head

· Traeth Pensarn

	3. Type of permission:
	Environmental Permit 

	4. Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	17/11/2020

	5. Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	N/A – Filed for audit

	6. Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-010235

	7. National grid reference:
	SH 86768 78303

	8. Description of proposal: 
	Identified as a previously un-permitted discharge from the Combined Sewer Overflow. Investigations have shown that the overflow is operating satisfactorily and can be permitted ‘as is’ under current guidelines.

The location for the CSO is Nr Llawr Pentre, Old Colwyn, Conwy, LL29 9PL. The discharge is screened but size and dimensions of the screen are currently unknown and the weir setting is unknown.

	9. Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 





	10. Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	Yes 

	· What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?

The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.
Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 
· A variety of specialised and nationally important marine animals and algae associated with rock-pool, overhang, cave and limestone rock habitats  
· The coastal vegetated shingle beach.  
The following sites are hydrologically connected to the discharge point and therefore there is a pathway for impact:

· Pen Y Gogarth/Great Ormes Head

· Creigiau Rhiwledyn/Little Ormes Head
· Traeth Pensarn 

Please refer to each of the SSSI management plans which can be found on the NRW external website here.


	11. Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest.

The discharge is from an existing storm overflow located within the sewer network. The discharge is intermittent and will be short in duration (until the storm subsides). The discharge will only occur when the sewer network is overloaded by storm water (leading to increased surface water entering the sewer network). When the network is overloaded the overflow will discharge combined sewage effluent and storm water. 

The receiving watercourse will be in spate at the time of the discharge providing an increased rate of dispersal. It is anticipated that the additional BOD, Suspended solids and ammonia input from the discharge will be insignificant compared to the levels within the receiving watercourse.

This application forms part of the ‘DCWW Unpermitted Intermittent Programme’ (UIP).

In recent years, DCWW have found discrepancies between existing discharges and the permits they hold. The UIP aims to regulate the existing assets currently with no associated permit under the current EPR legislative requirements.

The application is to permit the asset ‘as is’ and include event duration monitoring (EDM) and reporting requirements within the permit. The monitor will record each spill event and the data will be reported to NRW annually or upon request. Up front consultation with the Environment Team has shown that the CSO is operating ‘satisfactorily’, as defined in Technical Guidance Note EPR7.01.
As the asset will have EDM installed, the proposal is also to subject the asset to the ‘Storm Overflow Assessment Framework’ (SOAF). This framework has been formed in response to the installation of EDM on all intermittent assets as of AMP5 and AMP6 drivers. If a permit is granted and the asset is found to be spilling in excess of the following triggers found within the SOAF:
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Then DCWW will be obliged to follow the subsequent investigation and improvement framework as set out in SOAF:

1. Investigate the reason for trigger exceedance

2. If hydraulic capacity Is identified as the cause of trigger breach, then the level of environmental impact will be quantified

3. Improvement options are assessed including analysis of the costs and benefits

4. Decision is made based on the cost benefit results

5. Delivery of the most cost beneficial solution to reduce environmental impact and/or frequency of discharges

Therefore, any poor performance (high spills) will be identified and rectified through the SOAF process. Furthermore, it is vital that the existing assets are brought into regulation through an EPR permit.

There will be no civil engineering work as a result of this proposal, the outfall is already existing.

Natural Resources Wales is minded to: Issue the permission 



	12. Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	William Wallace

Water Quality Permitting Officer

	13. Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	N/A – Filed for Audit

	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once NRW conservation/ecology response received 

	14. NRW conservation/ecology comment on assessment:
	Please delete as appropriate:

i) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead

ii) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead with conditions

iii) NRW conservation/ecology advise against permitting the operation 
Please ensure that the NRW conservation/ecology response is attached to this Formal Notice.

	15. Name and job title of NRW conservation/ecology officer:
	

	16. Date of receipt of NRW conservation/ecology response:
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