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[bookmark: _Toc536789866]Minor Technical Variation   
[bookmark: _Toc536789867]The variation number is: EPR/AB3591ZQ/V002
[bookmark: _Toc536789868]The operator is: Maelor Foods Limited		
[bookmark: _Toc536789869]The Installation is located at: Maelor Poultry Processing Plant, Pickhill Lane, Cross Lanes, Wrexham, LL13 0UE

We have decided to issue the variation for Maelor Poultry Processing Plant operated by Maelor Foods Limited.

We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.

[bookmark: _Toc536789870]Purpose of this document

This decision document:
explains how the application has been determined
provides a record of the decision-making process
shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


[bookmark: _Toc536789871]Key issues of the decision
[bookmark: _Toc453078000]
Maelor Foods Limited operate an installation for slaughtering poultry and processing chicken portions, permit reference EPR/AB3591ZQ. This minor technical variation is to vary their permit to include the following changes:
1. Addition of HGV fuelling point and fuel storage (DERV and Ad-Blue).
2. Moving W2 and W3 monitoring locations to more accessible points on the site drainage system within the installation boundary.
3. Addition of odour prevention and control measures for the wastewater treatment plant as proposed under the permit improvement condition (IC2).

NRW has amended reporting from water1, details of which can be found below in the ‘reporting’ section of this document.

[bookmark: _Toc536789872]Receipt of application

The Application was accepted as duly made on 25/10/19. This means we considered it was in the correct form and contained sufficient information for us to begin our determination, but not that it necessarily contained all the information we would need to complete that determination.

The Applicant made no claim for commercial or industrial confidentiality. We have not received any information in relation to the Application that appears to be confidential in relation to any party.
[bookmark: _Toc536789873]Legislation

The permit will be issued, under Regulation 20 of the EPR. The Environmental Permitting regime is a legal vehicle which delivers most of the relevant legal requirements for activities falling within scope. In particular, the regulated facility is:
· an installation as described by the IED;
· subject to aspects of the Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 which also have to be addressed.

We address the legal requirements directly where relevant in the body of the document. NRW is satisfied that this decision is compatible with its general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources (SMNR) in relation to Wales and applying the principles of SMNR. In particular, NRW acknowledges that it is a principle of sustainable management to take action to prevent significant damage to ecosystems. We consider that, in granting the Permit a high level of protection will be delivered for the environment and human health through the operation of the Installation in accordance with the permit conditions.

[bookmark: _Toc536789874]The site
There is no change in the installation boundary as a result of this variation. However, the site plan has been amended to show the new water monitoring locations (W2 and W3).
[bookmark: _Toc536789875]Environmental Risk Assessment 

[bookmark: _Toc536789876]Air

There will be one new point source emission to air associated with the changes proposed by this variation. The new emission point will be an air outlet vent for the carbon filter system serving the waste water treatment plant (WWTP) primary balance tanks. Visual and sniff inspections of the unit will be made under our routine site checks, there will be no quantitative monitoring or sampling of this emission point.

The Odour section below discusses the emission point to air.


[bookmark: _Toc536789877]Water

Monitoring locations W2 and W3 have been relocated to more accessible points within the installation boundary.

In the original permit application, monitoring locations W2 and W3 were located outside the installation boundary and were difficult to access safely for inspection and monitoring for oil contamination as required by the permit. The applicant also states that W2 is a large culvert that takes drainage from upstream of the Maelor Foods installation, so any oil contamination could potentially be from elsewhere. The new inspection points for W2 and W3 are now downstream of Maelor Foods oil interceptors and any areas where oils may be present.

The applicant has submitted a revised drainage plan (‘Appendix 3, Figure 1’) and a revised installation plan showing the new monitoring locations (‘Appendix 3, Figure 2’).

Emission limits

There are no new point source releases to water, land or sewer from the installation. The existing water emission limits at the site have not changed as a result of this minor technical variation.

[bookmark: _Toc536789878]Odour 

This variation seeks to add odour prevention and control measures for the wastewater treatment plant as proposed under the permit improvement programme (conditions IC2 and IC3). Permit improvement condition IC2 required a review Maelor Food’s odour impact assessment by undertaking an operational olfactometry survey of the main odour sources.

Following the recommendations of the olfactometry study, Maelor Foods have installed covers on the primary balance tanks at the WWTP. Air will be drawn from the headspace under the covers and drawn through a passive carbon filter. The outlet from the filter will be discharged to air and has been added to Table S3.1 – Point source emissions to air. Odour emissions are not predicted to increase and no limits have been set on the new emission point.


[bookmark: _Toc536789879]Fugitive emissions

Within the installation boundary there will be bulk storage of both diesel (DERV)(45,000litres) and Ad-Blue (5,000litres), these will serve a nearby HGV fuelling point. The tanks are not a directly associated activity to the permitted activities but are a potential pollution risk to water and land.

The diesel and Ad-blue is stored in doubled skinned tanks above ground within a fully enclosed concrete bund. Both tanks and associated pipework have been designed and installed in compliance with the Water Resources (Control of Pollution) (Oil Storage) (Wales) Regulations 2016 and Guidance for Pollution Prevention GPP 2: Above ground oil storage tanks.

The applicant has described the following measures which will be in place to prevent pollution incidents to water and land:
· Tank fill points are kept locked at all times except for offloading deliveries.
· Both tanks are fitted with isolation valves within the bunded area.
· The Ad-Blue tank has an automatic overfill protection device, the DERV tank has a clearly visible level gauge so an automatic overfill device is not mandatory.
· The DERV tank is also fitted with a regulator valve which will prevent any syphoning of fuel.

In the event of accidental pipework failure, only the contents of the pipe (~250-litres from the storage tank to HGV fuelling point) would be lost. There are no surface water drains in the immediate delivery area for the tanks and surface water drains serving this yard area are fed through a 7,000-litre oil interceptor. Any run off from areas not captured by this drain leads to trade effluent drains that feed into the onsite wastewater treatment plant. The fuelling station, bulk storage area and associated pipework will be covered by 24-hour CCTV and will be visually inspected during routine site and maintenance inspections. A 240-litre Ad-Blue spill kit and a 180-litre diesel spill kit will be readily available by the bulk storage tanks and a further 180-litre diesel spill kit will be available alongside the DERV dispensing pump.

Based upon the information in the application we are satisfied that the appropriate measures will be in place to prevent or where that is not practicable to minimise fugitive emissions and to prevent pollution from fugitive emissions.





[bookmark: _Toc536789880]Reporting

At the request of the site officer reporting form Water1 has been amended to improve data presentation. None of the reporting parameters in Water1 have changed due to the amendment.

No additional reporting is required as a result of the variation.

Operating techniques

Daily / weekly site inspections have been updated to include checks of:
· Carbon filter on WWTP primary tanks.
· Fuel store and dispensing point.
· Surface water drainage outlets W2 and W3.

The relevant management systems and operating techniques that address the changes covered by this minor technical variation have been updated. Maelor Food’s odour management plan has been revised to include the changes to odour control on the WWTP primary balance tanks. The accident management plan has been revised to include hazards and inventories associated with the new diesel and Ad-Blue tanks e.g. spill response.

We have specified that the applicant must operate the permit in accordance with descriptions in the application, including all additional information received as part of the determination process.  

These descriptions are specified in the Operating Techniques table in the permit.

Tank Level Control operating techniques

In the variation documents the applicant stated 
“We would also like to point out that the original permit application proposed the installation of an alarm(s) to warn of a rapid drop in level on the primary tanks to warn of a catastrophic tank failure. These have not been installed as the WWTP area has now been bunded by an earth bund to provide containment and contingency in emergency scenarios such as this. We have level sensors on all the WWTP tanks and monitor this through the DCS.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]NRW disagree with this statement and this has not been accepted as part of the variation. The requirement to install a rapid drop alarm was agreed during the original permit determination stage and forms part of the current operating techniques. In a previous letter to Paul Williams dated 19/05/17 (pages 6-7 of the letter) Maelor Foods Limited said that they would install an earth embankment so this was already know about prior to this variation. NRW also does not agree that the embankment is a bund as it has not been engineered to any specific standard and does not contain 110% of the tank inventory. This is an issue which will be address by the site officer outside or variation determination.
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