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Variation 
We have decided to issue the variation for Asgard Renewables Ltd operated by Asgard Renewables Limited.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The variation number is EPR/AB3097FU/V002
We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.

Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


Structure of this document

· Annex 1 the decision checklist

Annex 1: decision checklist 
This document should be read in conjunction with the Duly Making checklist, the application and supporting information and permit/ notice.

	Aspect considered
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	Operator

	Control of the facility
	We are satisfied that the applicant (now the operator) is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the permit.  The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 Understanding the meaning of operator.

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk531623675]European Directives

	Applicable directives 
	All applicable European directives have been considered in the determination of the application, including Schedule 25A - Medium Combustion Plants: Medium Combustion Plant Directive and Schedule 25B – Specified generators, within The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2018; for the determination of the variation request to remove the rated thermal input limit of 3 megawatts on the two Combined Heat and Power (CHP) engines used within the waste activity. 
The thermal rated input limit of 3 megawatts was included in the Environmental Permitting Regulations (2010) and was removed from The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) (Amendment) Regulations in 2013, therefore this limit was incorrectly included in the permit issued in 2016. Therefore, this limit has been removed from the permit.
Two 1.3MWth CHP engines with a total rated thermal input of 2.6MWth are used to generate renewable energy, using the resultant biogas from the anaerobic digestion activity. 
The CHPs are subject to EPR Schedule 25A (Medium Combustion Plants: Medium Combustion Plant Directive). They were put in operation before 20th December 2018, therefore classed as ‘existing medium combustion plant’ and benefit from a transitional period in accordance with Schedule 25A. They require a medium combustion plant permit by 1st January 2029 and will need to meet the relevant Emission Limit Values (ELV) by 2030. 
The CHPs are also subject to EPR Schedule 25B (Specified Generators). They have a rated thermal input between 1 and 5MWth and were put in operation before 1st December 2016. Therefore, they’re a Tranche A Specified Generators and benefit from a transitional period in accordance with Schedule 25B. These require a Specified Generator permit by 1st January 2030. They are not subject to a capacity agreement arising from the 2014 or 2015 capacity auctions, or part of a Feed-in Tariff preliminary accreditation application that was received by the Gas and Electricity Markets Authority before 1st December 2016. 
Table S1.1 of the permit has been updated to include a limit of “two 1.3MWth CHP engines with a total rated thermal input of 2.6MWth” to reflect the plant included and assessed as part of the original application and is currently being used on site.  

	

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources”.


	

	The site

	Biodiversity, Heritage, Landscape and Nature Conservation
	The application is within the relevant distance criteria of a site of heritage, landscape or nature conservation, and/or protected species or habitat.

A full assessment of the application and its potential to affect the Sites of Special Scientific Interest has been carried out as part of the permitting process. We consider that the application will not affect Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

	

	Environmental Risk Assessment and operating techniques

	Environmental risk
	We have reviewed the operator's assessment of the environmental risk from the facility.  
The operator’s risk assessment is satisfactory. 

	

	Operating techniques
	We have reviewed the techniques used by the operator and compared these with the relevant guidance notes. 

We have specified that the operator must operate the permit in accordance with referenced operating techniques.

These are specified in the Operating Techniques table in the permit.

These have been included to ensure that risk of fire and odour is minimised, and appropriate measures are in place to prevent fire and odour.

	

	The permit conditions

	Improvement conditions
	We consider that we need to impose improvement conditions.

We have imposed improvement conditions to ensure that appropriate measures are in place to ensure that risk of fires are minimised and prevent fire.

	

	Incorporating the application
	We have specified that the applicant must operate the permit in accordance with descriptions in the application, including all additional information received as part of the determination process.  

These descriptions are specified in the Operating Techniques table in the permit.

	

	Operator Competence

	Environment management system 
	There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not have the management systems to enable it to comply with the permit conditions.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 5 on Operator Competence.
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