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	Gwynedd Environmental Waste Services Limited





Environmental Emergency Response

1.0 PURPOSE

This document describes the environmental emergency arrangement of Gwynedd Environmental Waste Ltd.
2.0 SCOPE

For the purpose of identification, the term GEWS within the content of this document refers to the operations and activities of Gwynedd Environmental Waste Services Ltd.
This document is applicable to all site activities including those carried out by subcontractors working on GEWS projects.

The document aims to ensure compliance with current legislation, standards and guidance and should be read in conjunction with the construction phase plan where applicable and associated project documentation.

3.0 RESPONSIBILITIES

GEWS Management team

· Responsible for overall delivery of the environmental commitments of the company.

· Development procedures for all works which fall into the scope of this document and in compliance with the companies environmental commitments.

· Liaison with environmental regulators such as Natural Resources Wales, Environment Agency and SEPA.
HSEQ Manager and HSEQ Advisor
· Ensures that staff are made aware of the environmental emergency preparedness measures for the company.
· Informs the workforce including sub-contractors of the requirements through meetings, briefings, toolbox talks and site inspections.
· Liaise with the Environmental Advisor regarding consent requirements and control measures.
· Assesses and plans measures to minimise potential pollution.

· Carry out environmental emergency preparedness training including spill response.
· Monitors site activities and ensures control measures are in place including emergency equipment.

Supervisors
· Monitors site activities and ensures control measures are in place including emergency equipment as part of weekly inspections.

· Implements and maintains pollution prevention measures.
· Ensures that there is sufficient emergency equipment such as spill kits available on site.

All Staff
· It is the responsibility of all staff including subcontractors to ensure that best practice is implemented to protect the environment during site activities.
· Report any environmental issues arising on site.

4.0 DEFINITIONS

Near miss (environmental)

· Any event which, under slightly different circumstances, could cause damage or harm to the environment.
Environmental Incident

· Any event that causes damage to the environment.

Polluting matter is defined as:

· Any matter that is capable of causing, or is likely to cause harm to the receiving water.

5.0
PROCESS

5.1
General measures

All events will be reported to GEWS Management Team as soon as possible within 1 hour of event and SHEQS department and recorded.

Any incident which relates to licensable activities will be reported to the environmental regulators by the GEWS Management Team. All other environmental incidents will be reported GEWS Management Team and discussions will be held to determine if the incident requires reporting to the relevant environmental regulator. These incidents will then be reported by GEWS through the HSEQ department.

5.2
Spillage and water pollution

In the event of a spillage, emergency spill kits (granules, pads, mats and booms) will be used to contain the spillage.
· Check it is safe to deal with the event
· Ensure you have the appropriate PPE before taking action

· Contain the spill using the emergency spill kit
· Notify your supervisor immediately.
· Contact the clean-up company if required or clean up the used kit
· Check nearby watercourses and drains
· Monitor the areas for further signs of pollution.

Contaminated materials will be dealt with in accordance GEWS Company Procedure.
If a water pollution event cannot be contained and is likely to enter a watercourse and/or drain it is essential that the local NRW, EA, SEPA and water authority are informed. This will be done through GEWS Management.

5.3
Wildlife
In the event of wildlife is discovered during works that have not already been identified, works will cease when safe to do so. The GEWS management and HSEQ team will be notified.

The wildlife will be assessed and either the works will ceased until mitigation measures are implemented such as translocation or a watching brief will be carried out during the works to monitor any potential disturbance.

Where these options are not possible work may have to be programmed for a time which is less likely to cause any potential disturbance to wildlife i.e. outside of breeding seasons.

5.4
Objectors

In the event of encountering objectors or others on site
· Do not confront them
· Always be polite
· Make the site safe and then stop all activities
· Contact your supervisor and GEWS manager
· Always respect landowners, land managers and residents and try to understand their concerns
· Call the police if threatened with violence.
5.5
Accidental Fire

In the event of a fire:
· Alert of personnel on site and assemble at the identified fire assembly point
· Call 999 or 112 and request the fire brigade
· Give your name
· Give the location –grid reference.
· Give a contact number
· Personnel must NOT put themselves or others at risk
· Call the GEWS manager
· Do NOT return to the area until it has been identified as safe to do so.

5.6
Records

Copies of consents, permissions, environmental inspections and any environmental incident reports will be held in accordance with document control procedure and instructions.

5.7
Training

The emergency procedures will be displayed and all personnel will receive a briefing on emergency procedures in the induction and toolbox talks periodically.

Training on the implementation of this document will be provided to site personnel. Additional coaching and guidance will be provided by HSEQ department.

5.8
Monitoring, audit and review

The implementation of this document will be monitored through regular inspections and audits.

A formal review of this document will be undertaken by the HSEQ manager as necessary to reflect the current practices on site and statutory requirements
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