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OP14 Storage and handling of oils, fuels and chemicals 
Purpose

The following procedure details the measures that should be undertaken when storing and handling oils, fuels and chemicals, either at the head office, depots or during site activities in order to avoid an environmental or health and safety incident. 

Responsibility

It is the responsibility of all employees to ensure that this procedure is followed. The Director or nominated team leader will ensure that this procedure is being adhered to.  

Procedure

14.1 Securely store all containers that contain potential pollutants (eg fuels, oils and chemicals) according to oil storage legislation 
14.2 Store all containers of materials, such as oils and paints, in a bunded area and clearly mark the areas
14.3 Store materials in suitable containers with fitted lids, taps and tops in good condition. Label containers clearly so that appropriate remedial action can be taken in the event of spillage
14.4 Regularly check taps and hoses for leakage
14.5 Avoid storing drums tightly against each other. Store drums so that they can all be inspected for leaks
14.6 Prevent damage from vandalism. Store material so as to guard against breakage, vandalism or theft and ensure that all valves and trigger guns are vandal and tamper proof
14.7 To avoid accidental spillage, bund tanks with a minimum capacity of 110% of the volume of the largest tank or 25% of the total storage capacity, whichever is the greater
14.8 Where possible have the bunded area under cover or in a locked compound. Where this is not possible ensure that the bunded area does not fill with rainwater, empty any water collected in an appropriate way
14.9 Site tanks away from vehicle movements and mark them clearly so that they are visible and so that people know they are a potential risk
14.10 Do not put tanks where there is a direct link to surface drains, watercourses or sewers. Avoid placing tanks on unmade ground, to reduce the risk of soil contamination. Protect from vandalism.
14.11 The bund should be impermeable to the substance that is being stored in the tank and fill points should be inside the bund

14.12 Mark the contents of any tank clearly. Display a notice that demands that valves and trigger guns are locked when not in use
14.13 Store tanks or drums in a secure bunded container or compound that is locked when not in use
14.14 It may be particularly necessary to have an impermeable base where chemicals are stored in areas of groundwater risk. This should be identified in the contract but may be worth discussing with the environmental agencies.
14.15 Provide separate fill pipes for each tank unless the tanks are interconnected by a balance pipe of greater flow capacity than the fill pipe
14.16 Mark fill pipes with the product type and a tank number where there is more than one tank
14.17 Before moving a drum, check the bung is secure
14.18 Put control measures in place and/or locate spill kits near to bulk stores and ensure they are accessible and fully stocked
14.19 Protect stores against flood damage or inundation
14.20 If refuelling designate a bunded refuelling area – preferably isolated from surface water drains. Where this is unavoidable keep materials such as absorbent pads or booms readily available in case of spillage
14.21 Ensure that personnel carrying out refuelling are aware of the protocol and know what actions to take in an emergency
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