	CRoW Act 2000: Natural Resources Wales application for permission - Formal Notice 
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	Natural Resources Wales Formal Notice to Conservation Officer.
Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 

Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:

To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.

Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Ensure you have completed all sections.

	1. Natural Resources Wales Area/WPCC hub:
	South West Wales

	2. Name of SSSI:
	Afon Tywi

	3. Type of permission:
	Temporary Abstraction Licence

	4. Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	22/3/2022

	5. Predicted 28 day date for Conservation Officer response (under S28 I(4)):
	5/4/2022

	6. Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-0016645

	7. National grid reference:
	Between NGRs SN 52516 21384 and SN 52627 21380.

	8. Description of proposal: 
	The application is in relation to work being carried out by South Wales Trunk Road Agent (SWTRA) on the flood plain of the Afon Tywi to protect the A40 from erosion. The work requires the construction of a steel pile wall which needs anchors to provide support. Water is needed on a temporary basis to “drill” the holes needed to install the anchors.  

	9. Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	YES


	10. Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with Natural Resources Wales?
	YES 
Confirmed water resources licensing requirements. Applicant aware of SAC / SSSI designation.

	11. What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.
Alterations to water levels and tables and water utilisation including irrigation, storage and abstraction from existing water bodies and through boreholes. Also the modification of current drainage regime, (e.g. through the installation of new pumps).

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

The Afon Tywi is used by both twaite and allis shad, Alosa fallax and A. alosa, and also supports a population of sea trout Salmo trutta trutta. Atlantic salmon Salmo salar, the eel Anguilla anguilla, the river lamprey Lampetra fluviatillis and the sea lamprey Petromyzon marius are other migratory fish present. Non migratory fish include the brown trout Salmo trutta fario and the bullhead Cottus gobbio.
The river is also of special interest for otter Lutra lutra.

The abstraction has the potential to change water levels and / or flows in the river, which could have adverse impacts on fish species and otter (as they depend on sufficient fish stocks to support their population). However, the proposal is for a temporary abstraction, and so there will be no long term impacts resulting from the abstraction.
In addition, the abstraction is proposed for March / April when flows are generally higher and NRW Hydrology have confirmed the proposed abstraction rate (approx. 7 litres per second) is equivalent to a very small proportion of the total river flow:
· 0.02% of the annual Mean Flow and 0.2% of the annual Q95  

· 0.02% of the March Mean Flow and 0.07% of the March Q95.

The applicant has advised that pump usage will be regulated to ensure the abstraction rate (25 cubic metres per hour) will not be exceeded and flow metres will be in place in order to monitor and limit the abstraction volume each day. 
The proposed abstraction also poses a risk of impingement and entrainment to fish species, which can impact population dynamics through reduced recruitment and survival rates. This in turn could have an adverse impact on otter, who rely on sufficient fish stocks to support their population. However, the risk of impingement and entrainment will be mitigated through the provision of a 5mm screen on the fish filter / basket mesh barrier. 
The proposal also has the potential to affect fish species and otter through pollution or disturbance resulting from both the construction works themselves, and also the discharge of abstracted water. However, in an email dated 17th February 2022, the applicant has advised these risks will be mitigated as follows:

· “The scheme will be carried out following construction mitigation measures detailed in the CIRIA C715 ‘Environmental good practice on site handbook’ (2012), measures set out within the Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPGS) and emerging Guidelines for Pollution Prevention (GPPS)”.

· “Specific mitigation measures to be adhered to for minimising risk of source pollution as follows:

· materials and equipment shall not be stored in flood zones C1 and C2

· storing fuel, oil and chemicals in secure areas.

· Refuelling mobile plant in designated areas only.

· Locating major fuel, oil and chemical stores on impervious bases with a secondary containment system such as a bund.

· Keeping a spill kit with sand, earth or commercial products that are approved for stored materials close to all storage areas.

· Staff will be trained on how to use spill kits correctly.

· Site staff to carry out a copy of the Emergency Pollution Incident Response Procedure for spillages.

· Ground Protection measures will be employed where the ground is at risk of rutting by vehicles or equipment”.

· “We consider that the pollution risk from water flush would be covered under usual best practice construction methodologies.  Flush returns would be collected/recirculated at the drill face and disposed of as appropriate to a suitable treatment facility with surface water run-off controlled to prevent impact to the river.  We will undertake a watching brief to ensure loss of flush does not adversely affect the river with works to stop and be revaluated if identified. The attached sketch details temporary drainage and silt trap layout that have been implemented on site”.

· “… no drilling operations will take place at dusk/dawn or overnight to limit disturbance to otter”.

In addition, the abstraction is proposed to take place from the top of the river between National Grid References SN 52516 21384 and SN 52627 21380 and will vary depending on the work area to reduce the impact on the riverbank. 


	12. Decision

	ii) The permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest because of conditions.
· To ensure no long term impacts, any licence issued will only authorise abstraction “for 27 consecutive calendar days after the commencement of abstraction”.
· To ensure no significant changes to river flows or levels, any licence issued will specify an hourly and daily abstraction rate, and will also require the Licence Holder to  take and record readings of the meter during the authorised abstraction period.
· To prevent the entrapment, entrainment or impingement of fish, any licence issued will include a condition requiring the installation of “a fish basket screen with spacing no greater than 5 millimetres” on the abstraction pump.

· To avoid adverse impacts resulting from pollution or disturbance, the applicant has provided details of the Pollution Prevention measures that will be in place on site (see above). Pollution Prevention measures were considered as part of the Flood Risk Activity Permit application, which has already been applied for and granted DFR/S/2021/0136.
· To reduce impacts to the riverbank, abstraction is authorised to take place from between two points (National Grid References SN 52516 21384 and SN 52627 21380), which will be specified on any licence.
The Natural Resources Wales is minded to: 
Issue the permission with conditions to ensure no damage to SSSI .


	13. Name and job title of Permitting Officer:
	Mary Beckett – Senior Officer, Water Resources Permitting

	14. Date form sent to Conservation Officer:
	8/3/2022

	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once Conservation Officer response received 

	15. Conservation Officer comment on assessment:
	Please delete as appropriate:

ii) Conservation Officer advise the operation can go ahead with conditions

Please ensure that the Conservation Team response is attached to this Formal Notice.
16/3/2022 Email from Conservation Officer

[image: image2.emf]RE_ PAN-016645 -  application for TEMPORARY abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad .msg


16/3/2022 Email from Env Team Leader

[image: image3.emf]Appendix 4 sign  off.msg



	16. Name and job title of Conservation Officer:
	Ali Baird Officer 2 (Conservation), Carmarthenshire Environment Team

	17. Date of receipt of Conservation Officer response:
	16/03/2022


� Source: � HYPERLINK "https://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/media/664336/SSSI_1441_PDO_EN001a43a.pdf" ��SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST: OPERATIONS REQUIRING CONSULTATION WITH THE COUNTRYSIDE COUNCIL FOR WALES (CCW) 1997�





_1708943258/RE_ PAN-016645 - application for TEMPORARY abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad .msg
RE: PAN-016645 - application for TEMPORARY abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 

		From

		Beckett, Mary

		To

		Baird, Ali; Carms Environment Team; Lowe, Matthew

		Cc

		Thomas, Gavin; Slowgrove, James; Rees, Stuart A.; Charlesworth, Dave

		Recipients

		Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; Carms.EnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; Matthew.Lowe@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; Dave.Charlesworth@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk



Thanks very much for this Ali. 



 



As discussed, if @Lowe, Matthew is able to confirm he is happy for you to sign the Appendix 4 on his behalf that would be much appreciated.



 



Thanks, 



 



Mary



 



 



From: Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 16 March 2022 13:00
To: Beckett, Mary <Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Carms Environment Team <Carms.EnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Lowe, Matthew <Matthew.Lowe@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Charlesworth, Dave <Dave.Charlesworth@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for TEMPORARY abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi Mary,



 



The Appendix 4 should now be completed and checked in.  



 



Many thanks



 



Ali



 



 



Alison Baird



Tîm Amgylchedd Sir Gaerfyrddin  / Carmarthenshire Environment Team



Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales  
07854188202
Plas Gwendraeth, Heol Parc Mawr, Cross Hands, Llanelli SA14 6RE 



Dysgwr Cymraeg 




www.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru / www.naturalresources.wales    



 



Yn falch o arwain y ffordd at ddyfodol gwell i Gymru trwy reoli’r amgylchedd ac adnoddau naturiol yn gynaliadwy. 



 



Proud to be leading the way to a better future for Wales by managing the environment and natural resources sustainably. 



 







 



Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at oedi



 



Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading to a delay



 



 



 



 



From: Beckett, Mary <Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 16 March 2022 10:35
To: Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Carms Environment Team <Carms.EnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Lowe, Matthew <Matthew.Lowe@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Charlesworth, Dave <Dave.Charlesworth@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for TEMPORARY abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Thank you very much for the prompt response @Baird, Ali. It really is much appreciated. Apologies for the DMS issues. I have now saved the  Form 2 to the DMS so it is now on record.   Form 1 is still showing as checked out to you though so if you could check that back in that would be much appreciated. Here is the link to the case folder itself: PAN-016645 (sharepoint.com). Form 1 is dated 7/3/2022.



 



@Lowe, Matthew if you’re able to provide the sign-off for the  Appendix 4  that would be much appreciated. 



 



Many thanks,



 



Mary



 



 



From: Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 16 March 2022 09:06
To: Beckett, Mary <Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Carms Environment Team <Carms.EnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Lowe, Matthew <Matthew.Lowe@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Charlesworth, Dave <Dave.Charlesworth@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for TEMPORARY abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi Mary,



 



Thank you for consulting Carmarthenshire Environment Team regarding the above proposals.



 



Sorry for the delay in getting back to you.  I couldn’t check the Form 2 out in DMS for some reason so I have saved a copy and completed it that way, I hope this is ok.



 



Kind regards



 



Ali



 



 



Alison Baird



Tîm Amgylchedd Sir Gaerfyrddin  / Carmarthenshire Environment Team



Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales  
07854188202
Plas Gwendraeth, Heol Parc Mawr, Cross Hands, Llanelli SA14 6RE 



Dysgwr Cymraeg 




www.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru / www.naturalresources.wales    



 



Yn falch o arwain y ffordd at ddyfodol gwell i Gymru trwy reoli’r amgylchedd ac adnoddau naturiol yn gynaliadwy. 



 



Proud to be leading the way to a better future for Wales by managing the environment and natural resources sustainably. 



 







 



Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at oedi



 



Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading to a delay



 



 



 



 



 



 



From: Beckett, Mary <Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 15 March 2022 17:24
To: Carms Environment Team <Carms.EnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Lowe, Matthew <Matthew.Lowe@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Charlesworth, Dave <Dave.Charlesworth@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for TEMPORARY abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi all. 



 



Following my email below, I just wanted to send a quick reminder re. the requested deadline of  Thursday 17th March in order to meet the statutory deadline of 22nd March.



 



Please let me know ASAP if you are unable to review / provide the sign off for the HRA / Appendix 4 by this date.



 



Many thanks, 



 



Mary



 



Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru  ​/ Natural Resources Wales
Tim adnoddau / Water Resources Permitting



Ffôn / Phone: 03000 65 3016



Symudol / Mobile: 07919014712



​Sylwer: fy mhatrwm gwaith arferol yw dydd Llun i ddydd Iau 9 - 3 / Please note: my working pattern is Monday to Thursday 9am – 3pm.



 



From: Beckett, Mary 
Sent: 08 March 2022 11:21
To: Carms Environment Team <Carms.EnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Lowe, Matthew <Matthew.Lowe@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Charlesworth, Dave <Dave.Charlesworth@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for TEMPORARY abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi team / Ali,



 



I just wanted to say thanks very much for responding to the consultation request below, it is much appreciated.



 



I have now  drafted the HRA and  Appendix 4 documents and would be grateful if you could review / provide the necessary sign-off. 



My understanding is that the response to the HRA should be completed using  Form 2, and the sign-off for the  Appendix 4  is required from the Environment Team team leader @Lowe, Matthew.



 



Given the fisheries interests of the SAC / SSSI I have copied in fisheries colleagues to this email in case further input from them is required.



 



The formal 28 day deadline for reviewing the HRA and Appendix 4 is 5th April. However, given the short timescales for temporary abstraction licences, the statutory determination date for the application is 22nd March. To ensure we can meet this date, I am requesting a response by Thursday 17th March. If this is not possible, please let me know as soon as possible.



 



Many thanks,



 



Mary



 



From: Beckett, Mary 
Sent: 01 March 2022 11:30
To: People and Places SW <PeopleandPlacesSW@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Carms Environment Team <Carms.EnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Thomas, Rachel <Rachel.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Protected Species Team, DPAS, Ops <speciesteam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; geomorphologysouth@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; Charlesworth, Dave <Dave.Charlesworth@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; DFRSouthPermitting@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
Cc: Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for TEMPORARY abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi all, 



 



Following my email below, this is a reminder that the deadline for responding to the internal consultation for the above application is Thursday 3rd March. However, if you need more time, please let me know, and I will arrange an extension if possible.



 



Responses are still required from the following teams:



People and Places



Geomorphology*



Fisheries*



Designated sites**



Biodiversity**



Protected species* 



Development Control*



 



*Apologies as I missed your (team) email addresses in my email below . As above, if you need more time to respond please let me know.



** I believe your function is covered by the Carms Env Team email address but please let me know if is not correct.



 



Kind Regards,



 



Mary



 



From: Beckett, Mary 
Sent: 17 February 2022 17:50
To: People and Places SW <PeopleandPlacesSW@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Hydrology South Wales <hydrology.southwales@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Carms Environment Team <Carms.EnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Bosanquet, Sam <Sam.Bosanquet@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Thomas, Rachel <Rachel.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Geoscience <geoscience@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Lansdown, Ashley <Ashley.Lansdown@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for TEMPORARY abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi all,



 



Following the emails below, I can confirm that we have now received the outstanding information from the agent, so I am now consulting you formally on the application.



 



Please complete the relevant tab within the  Information and Consultation (ICE) pack by Thursday 3rd March. If you are unable to meet this deadline please let me know.



 



For those of you who aren’t aware, the application is for a temporary (max 28 consecutive days) licence to abstract water from the Afon Tywi near Llanegwad at NGR SN 52516 21384. The application is in relation to work being carried out by South Wales Trunk Road Agent (SWTRA) on the flood plain of the Tywi to protect the A40 from erosion. The work requires the construction of a steel pile wall which needs anchors to provide support. Water is needed on a temporary basis to “drill” the holes needed to install the anchors.  



 



(@Geoscience you are being consulted as although the proposed abstraction is from surface water, Carms Env Team wanted to check there were no concerns regarding “drilling” aspect of the construction works).



 



Further details, including application forms and supporting information is available on the DMS under case ref PAN-016645. Given the short timescales involved with the determination of temporary licences I have drafted the  licence document. As indicated in the ICE pack, please advise if there are any queries / concerns with the draft proposed conditions.



 



The Afon Tywi is a designated SAC / SSSI so a HRA and App 4 will be completed following this consultation. With respect to these designations, please be aware of the following:



*	abstraction is proposed to take place from the top of the river bank  between NGRs SN 52516 21384 and SN 52627 21380 and will vary depending on the work area to reduce the impact on the ground;

*	hydrology have confirmed that proposed abstraction quantities applied for (100 m3 per day and 25 m3 per hour) are a small proportion of the Q95 flow (see email  here);

*	applicant has advised that pump usage will be regulated to ensure the 25m3/hour rate will not be exceeded and flow metres will be in place in order to monitor and limit the abstraction volume each day

*	applicant has confirmed provision of a 5mm screen on the fish filter / basket mesh barrier to protect wildlife in the river.



 



I hope the above all makes sense. I will be on leave from tomorrow (18th Feb) until Tuesday 1st March but happy to discuss any queries concerns upon my return.



 



Many thanks, 



 



Mary



 



Mary Beckett



Tim Adnoddau Dwr / Water Resources Permitting



Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru​ / Natural Resources Wales



Achrediad Lefel 2 mewn Rheolaeth Gynaliadwy Adnoddau Naturiol / Sustainable Management of Natural Resources Level 2 Accredited







Please note: my working pattern is Monday to Thursday 9am – 3pm. 



 



Sylwer: fy mhatrwm gwaith arferol yw dydd Llun i ddydd Iau 9 - 3.



 



Yn falch o arwain y ffordd at ddyfodol gwell i Gymru trwy reoli'r amgylchedd ac adnoddau naturiol yn gynaliadwy. 



Proud to be leading the way to a bette​r future for Wales by managing the environment and natural resources sustainably. 



cyfoethnaturiol.cymru / naturalresources.wales



Twitter     |      Facebook     |      LinkedIn  |   Instagram  




Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at oedi. Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading to a delay.​



 



 



From: Thomas, Rachel <Rachel.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 10 February 2022 11:33
To: Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Beckett, Mary <Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for temporary abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi James,



 



The FRAP for the wider works at this site was issued back in September last year – details can be found on the DMS folder here. The only element that required a FRAP was some land raising to create a temporary piling platform which would then become a permanent extension of the carriageway, this was under Flood Risk Activity g) Any activity (other than an allowed activity (see below for definition)) on a flood plain that is: i. more than 8 metres from a non-tidal main river or more than 16 metres from a tidal main river; or ii. more than 8 metres from any flood defence structure or culvert on a non-tidal main river or more than 16 metres from any flood defence structure or culvert on a tidal main river, which is likely to divert or obstruct floodwaters, to damage any river control works or to impact on drainage.



 



The process for pollution prevention comments is via the FRAP consultation spreadsheet which is sent out for each application and we send this through to your team inbox. Unless there are any permanent or temporary structures associated with the abstraction, a FRAP wouldn’t be required for this work, hence why there has been no consultation on this scheme from DFR since last summer. 



 



Hope that helps, but feel free to give me a call to discuss if that’s easier.



 



Thanks,



Rachel



 



From: Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 10 February 2022 09:51
To: Thomas, Rachel <Rachel.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Beckett, Mary <Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for temporary abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi Rachel – I’d be grateful if you could confirm the process with your permit determinations with regards to comments on pollution prevention mitigation of works. I don’t know the process I’m afraid. I’ve had a really quick look at the applications that come into the team that we record from the team inbox and can’t see anything obvious coming in about this one? 



 



Thanks



James



 



From: Beckett, Mary <Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 09 February 2022 17:57
To: Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Thomas, Rachel <Rachel.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for temporary abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Thanks both for reviewing this and getting back to me with your initial thoughts, much appreciated.



 



To answer Ali’s question first, yes a HRA will be required as part of the determination of any licence application. The information regarding fish screening and otters will be considered as part of this.



 



In terms of James’s point around ground works and pollution prevention etc, I assumed this would be considered as part of the discussions the applicant has had with  Rachel Thomas (Flood Risk and Development Control) regarding the FRAP, HRA, WFD consents required as part of the wider design and construction works. Do you know if this is the case? Our ability to deal with these issues through the abstraction licensing process will be limited, especially given any licence issued would be temporary for a period of 28 days.



 



For info, the applicant has still not supplied the outstanding information required to validate the application. If they have not provided this by 17th Feb, the application will be returned.



 



Many thanks, 



 



Mary



 



 



From: Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 09 February 2022 17:16
To: Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Beckett, Mary <Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for temporary abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi Mary,



 



Further to James’s email (thanks for capturing the thoughts James), will a Habitats Regulations Assessment be undertaken as part of the permitting process for this application?



 



Many thanks



 



Ali



 



 



Alison Baird



Tîm Amgylchedd Sir Gaerfyrddin  / Carmarthenshire Environment Team



Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales  
07854188202
Plas Gwendraeth, Heol Parc Mawr, Cross Hands, Llanelli SA14 6RE 



Dysgwr Cymraeg 




www.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru / www.naturalresources.wales    



 



Yn falch o arwain y ffordd at ddyfodol gwell i Gymru trwy reoli’r amgylchedd ac adnoddau naturiol yn gynaliadwy. 



 



Proud to be leading the way to a better future for Wales by managing the environment and natural resources sustainably. 



 







 



Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at oedi



 



Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading to a delay



 



 



 



 



From: Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 09 February 2022 16:12
To: Beckett, Mary <Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: PAN-016645 - application for temporary abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi Mary – Hope all well. We’ve had a quick review of this temporary licence proposal and would like to make the following points at the moment. Appreciate this is pre consultation but thought it might be worth commenting to you now as I guess timescales will be tight when it comes in as a formal application. We’re aware that there is likely to be more details provided which might address our comments also..



 



*	There is no mention of pollution prevention measures that will be used during the ground works and operations. We’d like to see details of these, they should address any treatment of discharges of the abstracted/DCWW water.

*	Given the work is ground works we’re keen that the application is viewed by the Geoscience team.

*	The fish basket used on the abstraction should have a 5mm screen on the intake. We’d like consideration given on if a floating pontoon type system could be used which will decrease disturbance of the river bed and further reduce the potential of entrapment/entrainment of fish species. 

*	One of the features of the SAC is Otters – We’d like the site to not undertake drilling operations overnight or at dusk/dawn to limit disturbance.  



 



I think this captures our thoughts at the moment and we’ll await further details. 



 



Thanks



James



Eich Enw/Name: James Slowgrove
Teitl swydd/Job Title: Senior Environment Officer 
Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales
Ffôn/Tel: 07468 742667




www.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru / www.naturalresources.wales     



Yn falch o arwain y ffordd at ddyfodol gwell i Gymru trwy reoli’r amgylchedd ac adnoddau naturiol yn gynaliadwy. 



Proud to be leading the way to a better future for Wales by managing the environment and natural resources sustainably. 



    



Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a’r Saesneg / Correspondence welcomed in both Welsh and English. 



Ffoniwch ni ar 03000 65 3000 (24-awr) i roi gwybod am ddigwyddiadau amgylcheddol / Call us on 03000 65 3000 (24-hour) to report environmental incidents



 



 



 



From: Carms Environment Team <Carms.EnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 31 January 2022 15:38
To: Slowgrove, James <James.Slowgrove@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Barrett, Hayley <Hayley.Barrett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Baird, Ali <Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Rees, Stuart A. <Stuart.A.Rees@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Callard, Joseph <joseph.callard@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Thomas, Gavin <Gavin.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Herbert-Evans, Megan <Megan.Herbert-Evans@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: PAN-016645 - application for temporary abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi All, 



 



Not sure who needs to see this in the team at this stage. Please forward if I’ve missed someone. 



 



Thanks,



Meg



 



From: Beckett, Mary <Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk> 
Sent: 31 January 2022 14:39
To: People and Places SW <PeopleandPlacesSW@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Hydrology South Wales <hydrology.southwales@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>; Carms Environment Team <Carms.EnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Cc: Thomas, Rachel <Rachel.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: PAN-016645 - application for temporary abstraction licence - Afon Tywi near Llanegwad 



 



Hi all, 



 



I am writing to notify you of the above application we have received for a temporary licence to abstract water from the Afon Tywi near Llanegwad at NGR SN 52516 21384 (application ref PAN-0016645).



 



The application is in relation to work being carried out by South Wales Trunk Road Agent (SWTRA) on the flood plain of the Tywi to protect the A40 from erosion (NGR SN 52516 21384). The work requires the construction of a steel pile wall which needs anchors to provide support. Water is needed on a temporary basis (max 28 days) to “drill” the holes needed to install the anchors.  



 



The application has not yet been accepted as valid as the applicant has not yet been able to satisfy the right of access requirement. However assuming this requirement is met in the near future, I wanted to provide you all with a  ‘heads up’ that we will be consulting on the application. In particular I wanted to flag the following:



 



1.	Short timescales – temporary licences are generally subject to 28 days determination period and shorter internal consultation deadlines. The applicant has requested an abstraction start date of 28th Feb 2022 but has been advised that the 28 day determination period will not begin until rights of access issue has been resolved and that additional time may be needed due to the SAC / SSSI designation of Afon Tywi. 



If there are any concerns regarding your team’s ability to respond to any internal consultation requests relating to this application please let me know.



 



2.	Afon Tywi SAC / SSSI – the applicant is aware of the SAC / SSSI designations and has provided the following:



*	Confirmation that the abstraction is proposed to take place from the top of the river bank  between NGRs SN 52516 21384 and SN 52627 21380 and will vary depending on the work area to reduce the impact on the ground;

*	Indication that the proposed abstraction quantities applied for (100 m3 per day and 25 m3 per hour) are a small proportion of 1% of the Q95 flow. @Hydrology South Wales are you able to confirm this?

*	 Pump details – pump includes a fish filter / basket mesh barrier to protect wildlife in the river; 100mm diameter pump with a capacity of up to 120m3/hr; applicant has advised that pump usage will be regulated to ensure the 25m3/hour rate will not be exceeded and flow metres will be in place in order to monitor and limit the abstraction volume each day;

*	copies of environmental assessments:  Environmental Screening report Nov 2020 and  EIA screening update Jan 2021 



If there are any concerns regarding the proposal and potential impacts to the SSSI / SAC that are not addressed by the above please let me know.



 



Kind Regards, 



 



Mary



 



Mary Beckett



Tim Adnoddau Dwr / Water Resources Permitting



Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru​ / Natural Resources Wales



Achrediad Lefel 2 mewn Rheolaeth Gynaliadwy Adnoddau Naturiol / Sustainable Management of Natural Resources Level 2 Accredited







Please note: my working pattern is Monday to Thursday 9am – 3pm. 



 



Sylwer: fy mhatrwm gwaith arferol yw dydd Llun i ddydd Iau 9 - 3.



 



Yn falch o arwain y ffordd at ddyfodol gwell i Gymru trwy reoli'r amgylchedd ac adnoddau naturiol yn gynaliadwy. 



Proud to be leading the way to a bette​r future for Wales by managing the environment and natural resources sustainably. 



cyfoethnaturiol.cymru / naturalresources.wales



Twitter     |      Facebook     |      LinkedIn  |   Instagram  




Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at oedi. Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading to a delay.​
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Appendix 4 sign off

		From

		Lowe, Matthew

		To

		Beckett, Mary; Baird, Ali

		Recipients

		Mary.Beckett@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk; Ali.Baird@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk



Hi Mary, 



 



I’m happy for Ali to sign this off. 



 



Diolch



 



Matt



 



Matthew Lowe



Arweinydd Tîm Amgylchedd Sir Gaerfyrddin  / Carmarthenshire Environment Team Leader



Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru​ / Natural Resources Wales
Symudol / Mobile: 07468 742688
Llys Afon, Hawthorn Rise, Hwlffordd  / Haverfordwest SA61 2BQ









 






