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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Mid

	Name of SSSI:
	Afon Teifi SSSI 
Aberarth- Carreg Wylan SSSI

	Type of permission:
	Landspreading Deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	18/03/22

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a-saved for information only

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-017057

	National grid reference:
	Farm location: SN 17839 48999

Fields:
2 SN 17774 49238
3 SN 17534 49286
4 SN 17324 49502
5 SN 17191 49544
6 SN 17094 49248
7 SN 17234 49159
8 SN 17405 49151
9 SN 17599 49117
10 SN 17604 48973
11 SN 17468 48869
12 SN 17319 48833
13 SN 17351 49009
14 SN 17151 48793

Storage:
SN 17876 49048

	Description of proposal: 
	Land spreading deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit.
Spreading of sludge from dairy waste treatment (EWC 02 05 02) produced by Dairy Partners, Volac and First Milk and Spent was from spirits distillation (EWC 02 07 02) The Welsh Whisky Co. – Penderyn Distillery, Penderyn.

Fields 2, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13 & 14 will be spread subject to ground conditions being suitable and when there is a 
significant crop nutrient requirement (i.e. spring 2022 and immediately following silage cuts). Spreading of these fields
will be split into multiple applications and the total of all applications will not exceed the max application rate as listed in 
table 1. Spreading will be spread using either a dibble bar or shallow injection. The maximum application rate for each field may be split into multiple applications and will not exceed 50t/ha in any 
one application to a field.

Fields 3 & 4 will be spread into the standing winter oats and winter barley crops in spring 2022.
Fields 7, 8 & 9 will be spread prior to cultivations and planting of the next spring barley crops in spring 2022 with the 
waste incorporated into the soil, and into the standing crops in spring 2022.

The maximum application rate for each field will be split into multiple applications and will not exceed 50t/ha in any one application to a field.

Waste will not be stored or spread in combination (i.e. one waste stream per field).

The wastes are a source of nitrogen, phosphate, potassium, magnesium, sulphur, sodium and calcium. The wastes can be beneficially used to replace a proportion of bagged mineral fertiliser. 



	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	NO

The Aberarth Carreg Wylan SSSI is 176.34m to the east of field 6 at its nearest.

The Afon Teifi SSSI is 477.75m to the south of field 14 at its nearest point.


	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	NO	

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

Aberarth-Carreg Wylan

•	Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, harrowing and re-seeding.
•	Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime.
•	Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.

Afon Teifi

•	Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, harrowing and re-seeding.
•	Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime to agriculturally unimproved permanent grass, forestry and all other unimproved riparian habitats.
•	Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.  
•	Storage of materials.

Please note that none of the above activities under this deployment application are occurring on or within the SSSI.
 
The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

 Aberarth-Carreg Wylan

This site is of special interest for its geological, geomorphological and biological features. The cliffs and foreshore vary considerably in structure, exposure and sediment type, supporting a wide range of marine and coastal wildlife. Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus and Atlantic grey seal Halichoerus grypus are of special interest and are known to feed and breed along the shoreline.  Secluded beaches and sea caves provide pupping sites for grey seals. The shoreline, made up of reefs, rock pools, boulders, exposed cobble, shingle and sand, supports a range of important intertidal communities including fine examples of honeycomb worm Sabellaria alveolata reefs. The nationally rare crustacean Pectenogammarus planicrurus, typical of clean shingle shores occurs here. The sea cliffs provide roosts and nest sites for nationally important populations of chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax, kittiwake Rissa tridactyla and lesser black-backed gull Larus fuscus. Habitats of special interest associated with the cliffs and coastal slopes include cliff crevice and ledge vegetation, maritime grassland and coastal heathland supporting a large number of nationally scarce and regionally rare plant species including rock sea lavender Limonium britannicum ssp. transcanalis, common gromwell Lithospermum officinale and smooth cat’s ear Hypochaeris glabra. The scarce pearl-bordered fritillary butterfly Bolaria euphrosyne and the regionally rare small blue butterfly Cupido minimus, are part of an important invertebrate community present.

Maritime grassland and heathland require low soil fertility so use of fertilizers should be avoided. Stock feeding can also lead to nutrient enrichment and may not be appropriate in some areas.

Afon Teifi

Afon Teifi is of special interest for a range of river types and associated riverside habitats; flowering plants; bryophytes; otter; Cetti’s warbler; bottlenose dolphin; brown hairstreak; fish; dragonflies and a variety of other invertebrates as well as both breeding and wintering bird communities and for geomorphological features at Cenarth and Cors Caron. Ten tributaries; the Cych, Clettwr, Grannell, Ceri, Dulas, Piliau, Groes, Tyweli, Cerdin and Brefi, are also included in the site.

Good water quality is a fundamental attribute of the Afon Teifi, directly and indirectly affecting all the plants and animals that use the river and its tributaries, including the Teifi Pools. Water quality can be affected by nutrient enrichment from both consented and unconsented discharges, agricultural run-off and by sedimentation from excessive riverbank erosion and other sources.


































	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 

Justification for this decision is-

1.Spreading of the waste will be carried out in accordance with the Code of Good Agricultural Practice (“Protecting our Water, Soil and Air. Defra, 2009) and in accordance with the requirements of the deployment and environmental permitting regulations.

2.Assessment of wind speed and direction before spreading and proximity to surrounding receptors when spreading all fields but these fields in relation to this SSSI. 

3. Spread when conditions are suitable with no or little wind and when the potential of any gusts is not in the direction of the SSSI. 

4. Material is to be applied using a dribble bar or sub surface injected this should help with accurate spreading and to migiate runoff and spray risks. 

5. 10m no spread areas enforced to watercourses and 50m around water issues/springs. 

6. Ensure field conditions are appropriate for spreading.

7.The Aberarth Carreg Wylan SSSI is 176.34 m to the South East of field 6 at its nearest. The fields being spread are relatively flat meaning runoff is unlikely. 

8. The Afon Teifi SSSI is 477.75m to the south of field 14 at its nearest point. The fields being spread are relatively flat meaning runoff is unlikely.

9. Fields 2, 3, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 are below target indices. Fields 10, 7, 4 and 6 are at or above target indices, spread rates have been adjusted to mitigate nutrient leaching risks.     


Natural Resources Wales is minded to: Issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Ethan Banfield

Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a for info only. 
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