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Dear Freya,  
 
Thank you for your email regarding your proposed surveys between 1st June and 
31st July, covering grab sampling and fishing operations.    
 
Based on the information provided, and on the understanding that the following takes 
place, we would expect the risk to shipping and navigation to be relatively low on this 
occasion:    
 

1) All relevant maritime safety legislation is adhered to;  
1) Issue local notifications to marine users, including fisherman’s organisations, 

relevant authorities and other local stakeholders, to ensure that they are made 
fully aware of the activity at least five days before commencement of the 
works; 

2) HM Coastguard are notified in advance via the relevant zone i.e. 
zone24@hmcg.gov.uk (please use the attached image to identify the correct 
zone) as you are covering multiple locations.     

 
Please can you confirm your acceptance of these requirements.   
 
Kind regards 
 
Helen  
 

Helen Croxson  

 

Marine Licensing and Space Launch Lead  +44 (0) 203 8172426 

Marine Licensing and Consenting  

UK Technical Services Navigation 

+44 (0) 7468353062 

Helen.Croxson@mcga.gov.uk 

 

Maritime & Coastguard Agency 

Bay 2/25, Spring Place 

105 Commercial Road,  

Southampton SO15 1EG 

               
Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas 

www.gov.uk/mca 

Please note my working days are Tuesday to Friday mornings.   
Annual Leave notification: Tues 12th April – Wednesday 20th April  
I work flexible hours; I do not expect any action or reply outside your normal office hours. 
 
From: Freya Goodsir (Cefas) <freya.goodsir@cefas.co.uk>  
Sent: 22 March 2022 10:47 
To: navigation safety <navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk> 
Cc: Marine Operations <marineoperations@cefas.co.uk>; Gary Saggers (Cefas) 
<gary.saggers@cefas.co.uk>; Manuel Nicolaus (Cefas) <manuel.nicolaus@cefas.co.uk> 
Subject: C End 10 - 2022 Clean Seas Environmental Monitoring Programme  
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Dear Navigation safety,  We would like to inform you that we are planning a survey between 1st of 
June and 31st July. As part of the Clean Seas Environmental Monitoring Programme we have fixed 
survey stations in the area we are sampling in 2022 which are routinely sampled every two years. 
We will collect 0.1m cube of sediment at up to 50 random chosen stations using a day grab (see 
maps attached/station), which will be analysed in the laboratory for contaminants to ensure the UK 
government adheres with European Commission regulations. The results of this monitoring 
programme will be part of OSPAR reporting. The density of grab samples will not exceed 50 samples 
within any one hectare. Fishing at each location is targeting dab for fish disease and chemical body 
burden analysis (see attached map/station). At each location we are looking to sample 50-100 fish in 
size range 20-24cm. At selected locations samples of dab will include cohort analysis for chemical 
contaminant burdens, so additional size ranges (<10cm; 10-15cm, 15-20cm and >24cm) will also be 
collected. We do not expect to sample more than 25 fish in each size range. Manta trawl will be used 
to sample the surface of the ocean for microplastics.0.1m3) will be collected using a day grab. This 
work is being undertaken as part of Defra’s Clean Seas Environmental Monitoring Programme for the 
purposes of OSPAR reporting.  The survey will take place between the 1st June until the 31st July on 
board the RV CEFAS Endeavour. 
 
During this time the vessel will display shapes indicating restricted maneuverability during fishing 
operations. AIS will be monitored as standard, and we will maintain a listening watch on VHF 
channel 16 and may be contacted directly. Regular communications will be maintained throughout. 
A kingfisher bulletin and notice to mariners will also be issued closer to the time.  Please could you 
confirm that you are happy that this survey will have a minimal if any impact for navigational 
safety.   Approval for this activity has already been granted from the following authorities (The 
Crown Estate, Marine Management Organisation, Southern IFCA, Cornwall IFCA, NW IFCA and Devon 
and Seven IFCA).   
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. We look forward to hearing from you.  
 
Freya Goodsir 
Senior Research Scientist 
Pakefield Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 0HT, UK 
Tel: 01502 524420 | Email: freya.goodsir@cefas.co.uk 
 

World Class Science for the Marine and Freshwater Environment 

 
Follow us on:  
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