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I have made the decision to issue the permit despite Conservation showing concerns about the proposal, the following points clarify why I made this decision:
· Currently the applicant has a cesspit on site, upgrading to a high specification Package Treatment Plant and appropriately sized reed bed is an environmental improvement due to the risks associated with cesspit leakage.
· The maximum daily discharge volume on the permit is 1 cubic metre, this is rounded up from the 0.75 metres cubed from calculating the volume using British Water Flows and Loads 4. 
· The permitting officer agrees with the NRM officer consultation response. With confidence, it is highly likely that considerably less than applied for volume will be discharged into the reen habitat as most of the effluent will be taken up by the reed bed and evaporation. Therefore there will be such a low volume of effluent entering the environment that the risk is extremely low, especially when considering the secondary and tertiary treatment.
· The applicant has a background in wastewater and is fully aware of the sensitivity of the environment and protection given to the SSSI sites by UK legislation. The applicant will therefore implement a very in-depth management system for the maintenance of the system.

Taking the above points into consideration, I can conclude with confidence that the proposed activity is low risk to the environment and therefore a permit can be issued.
