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AMG Meeting
Attendees
Paul Tobin – Accounts Manager (AMG Resources Ltd)
Sarah Burley – Technical Director (Environmental Compliance Ltd) 
Nick Jenkins – PPC Officer (Natural Resources Wales)
Agenda
1. Review of actions - CAR form ref CAR_NRW0032704 19 December 2017
1. Discussion of email 4 June 2018 
1. Waste types exported and stored on site
1. Paperwork Review
3. Waste transfer notes
3. Hazardous waste consignment notes
1. AOB

1) Review of Actions – 19 December 2017

A compliance visit was made to the installation in December 2017 and several actions were created in addition to the ones carried over from the penultimate visit undertaken by Richard Taylor (10 August 2017). The table of actions is presented below (Table 1) in chronological order along with the deadline for completion and associated comments:

Table 1
	Action
	Description
	Comments

	1
	The Operator is required to evaluate the current 2.2 activity with a view to surrendering this part of the permit – ONGOING • Action 1 deadline - end of April 2018
 
	CAR NRW_ 0032013 stated that the ‘[Operator] may be asked to provide decommissioning certificates for equipment used for the 2.2 activity.’ We will not require a surrender application for the variation between Schedule 1 listed activities. This will be covered by the variation application. COMPLETED

	2
	The Operator is required to evaluate the assertion by NRW that the site activities are more represented by EPR Regs (2016) 5.4 Part A (1) (b) (iv) – COMPLETED
	[bookmark: _Hlk518294207]The operator has evaluated its operations and considers that it will satisfy the requirements of Section 5.4 (A) (1) (b) (iv) of EPR i.e.  Recovery or a mix of recovery and disposal of non-hazardous waste with a capacity exceeding 75 tonnes per day. COMPLETED

	3
	Site to estimate the capacity of the proposed containment area – ONGOING • Action 3 deadline - end of April 2018
	This would appear to be a simple mathematical calculation but would ask the operator to use this area when appropriate for relevant waste. COMPLETED

	4
	Site to submit a WAQ analysis for the material currently consigned to landfill under EWC code 19 10 01 – ONGOING • Action 4 deadline - end of March 2018
	The operator has not submitted in accordance with the date specified but it advised that it is in discussions with Forward Waste to undertake a WM3 assessment of the ‘fluff’. A meeting was proposed for Friday 29 June 2018 and we requested that following this meeting the operator would contact NRW to update no later than 06 July 2018. A deadline date for completion of the WM3 assessment has been made for end of September 2018. ONGOING.

	5
	Site to update their Management plan REF ‘Operational control and maintenance procedure EAP04’ which takes into account the points raised in points 3a –c above – ONGOING •	Action 5 - end of April 2018
	This will be submitted with the operator’s variation of the permit, expected end of July 2018. ONGOING

	6
	AMG to clarify that the existing plant standards apply to its current process by end of February 2018
	In an exchange of emails that concluded 12 April 2018, NRW agreed that based on the information provided the operator would be considered existing plant. COMPLETED

	7
	AMG to produce a gap analysis against its proposed operating techniques by end of May 2018
	This was not submitted as required but will be submitted with its application to vary the permit due end of July 2018. ONGOING

	8
	AMG to submit a fire prevention plan with its proposed variation
	This report will be expected at the end of July 2018 with its variation application. ONGOING




2) Discussion of email 4 June 2018

AMG submitted an email to NRW, to outline its progress toward some of the actions discussed in the previous section of this report (Table 1). The responses in the email chain have developed some of the deadlines specified in Table 1. In particular, we now expect a variation to align the Scheduled activity by the end of July 2018. AMG is currently operating outside the conditions of its permit in that its main activity is considered a Directly Associated Activity and not a listed activity in its scheduled activities within its environmental permit. AMG advised that this change will be made in the forthcoming variation and we have agreed that it will be submitted no later than end of July 2018. We were shown a draft copy of the application. The discussion around the variation was first raised in April 2017 and as outlined in the email chain, we may have to consider enforcement action if the application is delayed past the agreed deadline.     

The standards required to operate a plant under Schedule 5.4 of EPR are developed by the current waste treatment Best Available Techniques Reference document (BRef) http://eippcb.jrc.ec.europa.eu/reference/BREF/wt_bref_0806.pdf . Although there is a revised BRef, this is still in a draft format, issued October 2017 and awaiting final sign off http://eippcb.jrc.ec.europa.eu/reference/BREF/WT/WT_Final_Draft1017.pdf . AMG raised a concern around the hardstanding within the existing buildings and it believes that until it has decommissioned the tin lines and associated processes it is not in a position to confirm the integrity of the surfaces. AMG asked whether this requirement could be added as an improvement condition and it was stated that this would be for our permitting team to consider unless it is a requirement before the variation is issued.


3) [bookmark: _Hlk518392684]Waste types exported and stored on site

[bookmark: _Hlk518985597]In its original application for the environmental permit submitted December 2001, AMG stated that the main site raw materials are scrap metals from can manufacturers and used cans. In addition, it uses Sodium Hydroxide and Sodium Nitrite in the tin recovery process. Although it was only the chemicals that were entered into the principal materials used in table 2.2.1.1 of the application, there is reference to the sources of scrap material in 2.2.1 of the application and these are reproduced below:

Tinplate Scrap
There are two main sources of the tinplate scrap that AMG utilised in the tin recovery process from:

Can Manufacturers
Materials are received from tin can/ box manufacturers. The majority of the material received is in the form of reject cans. Other forms include offcuts, cuttings, stampings, sheets and pre-shredded scrap. The material usual comes in bales but can also be received in loose form.
Other tinplate scrap comes from tin-coated steel and tin free steel which is usually contaminated with paper, plastic, wood and general dirt. The material is stored on open ground. The facility has the capacity to store up to 3000 tonnes. However, the normal stockpile of material is usually in the range of some 1000 tonnes.

Used Cans
AMG Resources Ltd receives used cans that have been collected through various recycling schemes. These include cans arising from Local Authorities, can banks and voluntary groups. The cans are supplied in loose form, flattened and baled. The facility receives tin coated, tin free and aluminium cans. The cans can be contaminated with general dirt, paper, plastic, wood and food residues.

The material is stored on open ground. The facility has the capacity to store up to 3000 tonnes. However, the normal stockpile of material is usually in the range of 1000 tonnes.

AMG considered that articles separated from the mixed waste stockpile are considered a waste. It is only when they have been processed at their site that AMG then considers them a recovered stock: recovered aluminium or steel bales. 

We discussed how the above wastes are imported into the facility and the operator confirmed that tinplate scrap from can manufacturers is brought onto site without any waste transfer notes (WTN). Instead, AMG advised that the material is classified as End of Waste (EoW) by the producer and therefore it has no obligation in ensuring the material is covered by the Duty of Care Regulations (DoC). Waste from recycling schemes including local authority civic amenity sites and transfer stations are usually covered by the DoC and appropriate transfer notes using EWC 19 12 02 (ferrous metal).

EoW criteria specify when certain waste ceases to be waste and obtains a status of a product (or a secondary raw material).

According to Article 6 (1) and (2) of the Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC, certain specified waste shall cease to be waste when it has undergone a recovery (including recycling) operation and complies with specific criteria to be developed in line with certain legal conditions, in particular: 

· the substance or object is commonly used for specific purposes; 
· there is an existing market or demand for the substance or object; 
· the use is lawful (substance or object fulfils the technical requirements for the specific purposes and meets the existing legislation and standards applicable to products); 
· the use will not lead to overall adverse environmental or human health impacts. 


There is a guidance on how to turn your waste into a non-waste product or material produced by the Environment Agency - https://www.gov.uk/guidance/turn-your-waste-into-a-new-non-waste-product-or-material. This is applicable to England only and would be appropriate to any material AMG accepts from across the Welsh border. There is also information related to EoW criteria produced by the European Commission which is relevant to both England, Wales and other EU countries http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/framework/end_of_waste.htm and it is this guidance that identifies priority waste streams that have been laid down by the Commission that only currently include:
· iron, steel and aluminum scrap (see Council Regulation (EU) No 333/2011) 
· glass cullet (see Commission Regulation (EU) N° 1179/2012) 
· copper scrap (see Commission Regulation (EU) N° 715/2013) 
The EC regulations require that for these materials to cease to be waste they must: 
· meet specified quality criteria, and the producer or importer must be able to issue a statement of conformity on meeting these standards;
· Implement a certified quality management system which can demonstrate compliance with these quality criteria.

The two scrap sources AMG import onto the site from can manufacturers and used cans (identified above) contain tin plate, which is predominantly iron, steel or aluminium with a small percentage of Tin (around 1-2%). This could be considered under Commission Regulations No 333/2011 if the material is not further processed. But AMG undertake further processing of the material to cater for the next receiver e.g. shredding, baling and would therefore not be in a form for direct input into final use in steel works and foundries. Therefore, the material could not be covered by the Commission Regulation No 333/2011. In the case of these materials, when it is received at the site a WTN would be required. 

Materials exported from the installation can be covered by 333/2011 if they are being transferred directly into a final use in steel works and foundries; they meet the specified quality criteria; are transferred with a statement of conformity and this is process is implemented into its QMS.
Action – WTN must be provided where waste imported or exported from the site does not meet the relevant priority waste stream Commission Regulation. This must be implemented by the end of September 2018. Category 3 breach against permit condition 2.3.4.



4) Paperwork Review (Waste transfer and hazardous waste consignment notes, training Records)

Waste transfer notes (WTN)
Tin derived waste entering and leaving the site is discussed in detail above.  Evidence of Materials from Recycling Facilities (MRF) entering the site was provided, coming in on waste tickets – specifically for EWC code 19 12 02 (ferrous metal) imported from FCC Environment Ltd. Season tickets were also provided, transferred by Owens Group. No concerns were identified for this material as all sections appeared to be completed satisfactorily. Recovered aluminium from the process is baled and sold locally, covered under EOW. 

AMG advised that in addition, fluff/used can contraries are removed from site under EWC code 19 10 01 which is described as waste from waste treatment – shredded metal waste – iron and steel waste. 

[image: ]

It is likely that this code is not the most appropriate. AMG described the material as fluff and therefore 19 10 03/04 could be more appropriate. If either is more applicable, then further analysis is required to categorise it correctly. AMG was requested to submit this assessment by March 2018.
ACTION – Operator is reminded to undertake a WM3 assessment of the waste it currently exports from site as 19 10 01 (Action 4 above) – Category 3 breach against permit condition 2.3.5.

Hazardous waste consignment notes
The site is registered as a hazardous waste producer reference CAI826, operational address is AMG Resources Ltd, Nevill's Dock, Carmarthenshire, SA15 2HD. The registration will expire 17/07/2019. A review of the hazardous waste returns database suggests that the operator has made no consignee returns since NRW records commenced i.e. 2014. The operator did provide an example of a book of pre-printed hazardous waste consignment notes, but this had an old premise code which will need to be amended before any future hazardous waste is removed off site.
ACTION – Operator to amend hazardous waste its consignment notes prior to the exporting of any hazardous waste onsite that requires it to be consigned.


5) Any other business
Permit queries - In June 2017, we varied the operators permit in accordance with the implementation of the BAT conclusions under IED. There are several discrepancies with the permit which have been identified and will be amended in the new variation which was submitted at the end of July 2018. 

[END]
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